Contents

List of Figures and Plates ix
List of Tables and Appendices xiii
Preface XV
1. Introduction 1
L 1. STEE LOCAIION. ...ttt ettt ettt sttt ettt ettt et et ae bt e bt e bt eb e bt e bt sa et e b b et et et et e st eaeeaeeneebeeues 1
1.2, Previous WOrK 01N the te11......cuiiiiiiiiiiiirice ettt ettt sttt ettt ettt 1
1.3. The renewed excavations 2012-2015 .....ccccuiiiiririiiiireeee ettt sttt ettt ebe b 2
1.4, Stratigraphic MEtHOM .......couiviiiiiiiieiee ettt ettt sttt sa et b ettt et eae et ebeebeeaes 3
LS. LUBVRLS ettt ettt b ettt et a st a e bbbt bkt b e sh e b bt et ea ettt eat et ene bt eues 3
L6, SETALIGTAPRY ...ttt ettt ettt sttt et ettt et e bt bt e bt e bt b e e bt ettt bt et ettt et eat et ene b eues 3
1.7, THiIS PUDIICATION ...c..etititieetet ettt ettt ettt et et ettt eb e bt bt e bt ekt b e sa e et et e et et et et eneeaeeaeeneeneeues 4
1.8, ACKNOWICAZEIMEINLS .......eeeuieeieieeeieiecitete sttt ettt et et e et et e s st eae s st e s e saeenseessenseessaseenseeseanseeseensesneensesnsessesnnensesnsens 4
L9 LUOOTIME ..ttt ettt et et b e s bt sttt et ettt et ea et a e bt e h e bt btk b e s a e b bt ettt et ene et eaeene bt eues 4
1.10. Publications on the 1988—1992 excavations of Tell Abu Sarbut..........cccccecerviriininininininncccee, 6
1.11. Publications on the 2012—2015 @XCAVALIONS .....c.eeeruiruirrireniinteteieteteteeeie ettt ettt ettt ees et eneeseeaes 7
Stratigraphy and Architecture 9
2. Stratum I Early Roman Occupation 11
2.1. Stratum la: Earliest occupation in test trench in SQUATE Gr.........cocceereriinierenienienienieieieeeeeeee et 11
2.2. Stratum Ib: Building A and Courtyard Bu..........cc.coooiiiiiiiiiiiiirneneeec ettt 11
N T 2 1 a3 ST 11
2.2.2.CoUrtyard B ......coouiiiiiriie ettt b e b et b ettt eneen 20

3. Stratum II Early Islamic Occupation 25
3Ll SErAtUM TTA. ettt et e st ettt n e sne e naee 25
Bl L BUIAINE € oottt sttt ettt et et a bbbt b e bt ettt st eeaennene 25

3.1.2. Other 0ccupational TEMAINS.......c..eetertertirteteteteit ettt ettt ettt sttt ettt et et ebeebesbesbeebesbesaestesbesaentensennens 27

3.2 SHATUM ITD oottt ettt ettt ettt et eb bbbt bt h e sa et b e a e et et neneen 27
3.2 1. CoUTLYATd D ettt ettt et b bt bbbt et be et b nene 28

3.2.2. Building E in SQUATE F ..c.oouiiiiiiiiii ettt ettt st 29

3.3. Stratum IIc Building E PRases 2-0 .......cc.coueiiiiiiiniiiiceenese ettt ettt ettt sttt b e s 31
3.3.1. BUIlAING E = PRASE 2 ..cneiiieiieeeeee ettt sttt ettt et ettt eene et e e neenaeeneeneennenean 31
3.3.2.BUilding E - Phase 3 ..ottt ettt ettt et e ne et et e aeeneeneennenean 33

3.3.3. BUIldiNg E - PRASE 4 ...ttt sttt sttt ettt et e ne et et e aeeneeneeneetean 33

3.3.4. BUIldING E - PRASE 5 ..cneiiiieiee ettt st ettt ettt et ettt e ne et e st e nneeneeneeneenean 34

3.3.5. BUilding E = PRASE O ...ceeiiiiiiiiiiitieeeee ettt st nene 37

4. Stratum ITI Middle Islamic Occupation 41
A1 BUILAING F oottt ettt ettt e et e st et e en s e e st e s e estenseeneeseenee s eensesseensenseenteeseenseeneenneene 41
4.2. Walls and pits in Squares H-east and N .........c.cocoriiiiiiiiiiiiicnene ettt ettt s 42
A3 BUILAING Gttt ettt et e b e bt b ettt h bttt et et a et e he bbbt bt b et et et nneneen 43
4.4. Walls and floors I SQUATE F ......cociiuiiiiiiiiiieee ettt ettt ettt bbb e 44
Ceramics 45
5. The Roman Pottery: Selected Vessels 47
5.1. Jars, juglets and small bowls from Stratum ID .........ccccoiiiiininininin e 47
5.2. Cooking pots from STratum ID........cc.couiriiiiiiiiiiiiiree ettt s st 47
5.2 L TYPOLOZY ettt ettt ettt h ke ettt ettt et h bbbt bt he et et bena et et ennene 49

5.2.2. DISIIDULION. ..c.eutiiieiteiieiteitet ettt ettt ettt s e et b e sttt e et et e et ebeebeebeebeeb e s bt sbe et et e ne et ennennene 49

5.2.3. Function of the COOKING VESSEIS ......ccueriiriiriiieiiiciceeiteerc ettt ettt et st eene 50



A Village from the Roman and Islamic Periods in the Eastern Jordan Valley

5.2.4. COMCIUSION .. .cutiuiteiietiietet ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt a et a et bbbt s bt s s ese s sesaenesseaeenen 50
5.3 OHLIAMPS .ottt sttt et et et e et e et e e saesbeess e seesseeseessesseanseeseenseeReens e e s e enseessenbeessenteense st enteeneennenes 50
5.3, 1. COMPIELE LAMPS .....viieieiiiieitieieiteete sttt et et et esteetesteesaesteesaesseessesseesseessesseessenseessanseessesssensesssensesssensenssensens 50
5.3.2. FIAGIMENES ...eeuiieiiiieiie ettt ettt sttt e et e bt e et e ettt et e e s atesateesabeeabeesbaeenbeensaesabeesatesabeesasesnseesbseensaenseesnseannnennne 50
. The Early Islamic Pottery
KAtarinag MOKFAROVA...............cccocceiiiiiiieeee ettt ettt ettt ettt e e e e st e seese e seeseeeteeseenaeenaeeneans 53
6.1, POETY COTPUS...ceuiiiiiiititetteete ettt ettt e b ettt b e st e bt e sat e e bt e eab e e bt e s abe e btesabeesbbeeabeenbeeenbeenbeesnbeenseenane 53
6.1.1. Brittle Coarse Cooking Ware (BCCW).....c..ccucouiiiiiiriniititieiene sttt ettt sttt see et s saeaeeene 55
6.1.2. Coarse CoOKING WAr€ (CCOW) .....coiiiuieiieeieiieiestt ettt sttt sttt e et et e st eneesseeneeeneensesneensesseensesnnensens 56
6.1.3. Coarse Grey Cooking Ware (CGOW) ......ccucvueiiiiiiirireiteteetesie sttt ettt ettt sttt sttt saeaenene 57
6.1.4. Glazed CooKing Ware (GCW)......cc.eieririiiiieieieteteitee ettt sttt ettt ettt st sae b st sae bt sa e aenene 57
6.1.5. Unglazed Pale Jar Ware (UPJTW).....c.ooiiiiiieee ettt ettt nae e nneenneneas 57
6.1.6. Fine Byzantine Ware (FBW) .......cooi ittt ettt ettt et e st e naeeneenneeneenneas 57
6.1.7. Fine Salmon Ware (FSW) ...ttt ettt et e st et e s ne e s e sneenaeeseenseennenneas 57
6.1.8. Islamic Cream Ware (ICW)....c..coiiiiiiiiieieetet ettt ettt ettt eb st s et b et e e aenene 58
6.1.9. Geometric Painted Wares (GPW).......coooiiiiiiiiiiiieieeitee ettt ettt st eene 59
6.1.10. SHPPEA WATES (SW) ..ttt ettt ettt sttt st ettt ettt et be et bt eb e bt sae et benae e enennene 60
6.1.11. Plain Common Ware (PW) ......c..ooiiiiiiiiiiciiieteteteen ettt ettt ettt s st s sa e e 60
6.1.12. Burnished FIne Ware (BEFW) .........ooiiiiiiiieeec ettt ettt ettt aae e be e s aveesveesabeesaessaeensaensneenns 60
6.1.13. OO0l LaMP WAL ...cueviiiiiiiiietiiteeteetesest ettt ettt ettt sttt sttt ettt ae et sbeebe bt sae b e benee e enennene 62
6.1.14. Coarse Handmade WAL ..........c.eoiiiiuieiieiieiieee ettt ettt et et e e s ne e s e s et enaeeneenseennenneas 62
6.2. Chronological sequence of pottery from Tell Abu Sarbut..........ccccoerierieiiiniiiiiiiiiiiieiineee e 62
6.2.1. SErAtUIM LI ...coeiiiiieiieeee ettt et e b e et e bt e e bt e bt s bt e sut e s bt esbbeea bt e sbbeebeenbeeebeenaeenane 63
LT Vi 10 0 Lo T USROS 63
6.2.3. SEEATUIMN TIC ...ttt ettt e b e et e bt e et e bt s bt e sbt e s bt esbbeea bt e sbbeebeenbeesabeesaeenane 65
6.3. Discussion and cONCIUAING TEMATKS ...........eeiuirieiiiieieieiee ettt ettt ese e te et eseeeneesaeeneesees 66
Appendix 6.1: Catalogue of Selected Early Islamic Pottery from Tell Abu Sarbut..........cccccceveriinininininnincninee. 68
. The Middle Islamic Pottery
EVELINe J. VAT AEF SN ...ttt ettt 81
T 1. THE CONLEXES ...veviviiiitieierte sttt ettt ettt ettt ettt st et e b bt sttt be et e e et e e e st eateueebeeaeebe et e e besae st e besaesaemaennennennen 81
T 11 BUIIAING F oottt ettt b ettt 81
T 120 PIEINTT ottt ettt ettt b et bbbt b bbbttt ettt enen 81
7.1.3. Building G and SUITOUNGINGS ......cccueitieiiriieiieiieie ettt sttt ettt ettt et e st et esbe et e saeenaesbeenaesneenbeas 84
7.2 POTETY QISCUSSION. c..etteutteiiettete ittt sttt ettt ettt et e bttt e bttt e bt e st e s bt eatesbeemeesbeemteebeembeebeem b e eseembeeb e e bt ente bt eneenbeeneenees 86
7.2.1. Handmade Geometric Painted WAre ........c..ccccceviiiiiiiiiiiiinieneeectetenee ettt st s 86
7.2.2. Wheel-made, Slazed POtEIY........cooueiiiiiiieiieie ettt ettt ettt st st aeas 86
T 230 FIIEWALE ..ottt ettt e et a st eea bt e at et b e bt sa et bena e nennene 87
7. 2.4, MOULAEA WATE.....c.oouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiire ettt ettt ettt ettt et eae b bt sae bt sae e enennens 87
7.3 COMCIUSIONS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt s sttt ae et ettt e st e st eae e bt e aeebeeb e e b sae st e b e saesaemaennennennen 88

. Compositional and Technological Analysis of Some Cooking Pots

BA DAV BOVGETS ..ottt ettt e et et et e e st e se e st e s st esaesaeesaesseensesseesseesaesseessenseassanseansenseensesaeensenes 95

8. 1. Method and SAMIPIES......cc.eeiiiiieiiciieieetee sttt ettt e et ebesseesbeeseesseessessaesseesaesseesaensenssenseessenseensenens 95

8.2. MACTOSCOPIC ANALYSIS ..veuvieeieiieeiertieiesieetestetesttestesetesteestesseesseeseesseessesseassesseassesseessessanssesssessesssensenssensesssessenneesses 95

8.3, MICTOSCOPIC ANALYSIS ....eeuvieeieiieeieitieieeteete st etesttesteeetesteeste st esseeseesseessesseaseesseassesseessessaessanssensesssensenssensenssensennsesses 97

8.3.1. Fabric A: ‘Coarse Mudstone and QUATTZ ...........cc.covievueeiiieirieeieeeteeeeeecreecireeereeeeeeeteeeaeeereesaaeeveeseneeseenanas 98

8.3.2. Fabric B: “Coarse QUAITZ ...........cccuieiuieeieeerieereeeteeitreeeteeeteeeeteeseeeeteestseeseestseeseesaseessessseeseesaseesessrseeseennnas 98

G TG TR 1o & (o @ 23 ' T TSP 100

8.4, DiSCUSSION OF the FADIICS ...e.vieuiieiieiiciieiieiet ettt ettt e st e b e e e e sseesaesseessesseensessnensesssensenssensenns 100

o R a1 o) 6 (o130 N RSP SRRP 100

8.4.2. ITON AGE TADTICS ....veeuviiieiiictiete ettt et ete sttt e st esb e st et e e teesbeestesseeseesseessesseessesssessesssensesssanseassenseensenseansenses 101

Various Studies 103
9. The Limestone Vessels

JEANNEGILE BOCFLICH .......veeeee et eeee e te e et te e e te e ettt e e s sbeeeessaee s ssee e sseeeassseesasseeassseeassaeesnsseeansseesnsseeesssaaeansseennns 105

0.1, TIE VESSEIS ..eeuvieiieeiieciie ettt ettt ettt et et e e bt e st e ebeeesbe e beessbeasseessbeensseesseasssassbeenseesssaenseessseensaessseenbaesnseenseens 105

O.1.1. CUPS ANA DOWIS ...ouiiiiiiitieieirt ettt sttt ettt et et ebe et besa et st se e e s enee 105

vi



Contents

TN 1<Te] 171 1o [0 =y PSR SPRRP 105
0.2.1. HaNA-CAIrVEA VESSCIS ...c.uiiuiiiiieieiiiiecieeierteet ettt ettt et e st e b e ste e be st e bessaesseesbesseessenseessesseensesseensenseensensns 106
0.2.2. Lathe-tUINEd VESSCIS .....iciieiiiieiiiieitieierieeteste ettt ettt et e et ea e st ebe st esbessaessesssesseessenseessesseensesseensenseessenses 106

0.3, COMEEXES. ..eeuvteeutieseteette sttt ette sttt ebtestteeateesateenteesateesbeesaseeabeesabeeateesaseenseessseenseenabeenbeesabeenbeesabeenseesaseenbaesnbeenbeesnbeenneenn 106

9.4, ComPArative MALETIAL.......c.eiieriiiieiiiierieet ettt ettt e et e st e st e tesseesbessaesbeesbesseessesseesseeseenseeseensesssessesnsessesssensens 106

9.5. The artefacts and the Early Roman inhabitants of Tell Abu Sarbut...........cccecevieiiiieiinieiceeee e 108

10. Faunal Remains

TALIANA A VIIES.c..ocveeeeieeieeieeeeeieeeeete ettt te sttt e st e te st esbe s sa e b e e ss e be et s e s e e st eseesseeseessesaeensesssensesssensanssensanssenseensenseenes 111
LOUL. IMETNO ...ttt ettt ettt e st s et s et b e st b e st sen e s e st s en s e st es et n b eneebe st benen 111
10.2. Faunal Remains from the Early ROMAan 1aYers .........c.cccvevviviiiieiiniieieeieieeeeie ettt 111
10.2.1. DOmeSticated animMals..........cccveeverierieiieieiierteetese et e ste et e te et e saeesaesteeaesaeessessaessesssessesssesseessenseessenseenes 111
10.2.2. BAIAS 1ottt ettt sttt ettt ekt b et b et b et et e e st ne et ene et e st beneebe st seneene 112
10.2.3. The DUIMEA AO.....eeiieiieiieiieii ettt ettt ettt et e eet et e e st e st esaesseessesseensesssensessaensasssensenssensenns 112
10.2.4. DisScusSION and CONCIUSION ......cuvervieiiiiieieitieieseeteeteteetteteesteteestesseesaesseessesseessesssessesseessesssessenssensenns 112
10.3. Material from the Early ISIAmic LaYEIS........ccccieriiiieieiieieeieieeeet ettt e re e s ebestaeseesaessessseseans 113
10.3.1. Floor F212 (Stratum T1Q) ......c.cccvevuieiiiieeieiieie sttt ettt et e steeste e esaesseessessaensassaessesssensesssensenns 114
10.3.2. Pit F193 (Stratum Ilc, Building E phase 2) ......ccccoivieiiieiiiieieiieiesiteeese et 114
1.4, CONCIUSION. ......eviiereieeieetieteetteteeetesteestesteestesseassesseessesseessesssessesssassanssasseessenssassesseensesssensesssensesssessesssensenssensenss 115

11. Botanical Remains

EVCIINE J. VAN AOF SLEEHL ...ttt ettt ettt e s st e sae s st essesstesse s st e seessesseessenseessenseensesseensenns 117
TL L MEEEROM ...ttt et b bbbt b e bt bbbt e et e st e st e bt e st e bt eb e bt bbb bt ene e 117
11.2. Early ROMAN PEIIOM. ......cciiiieiieiieieciieiest ettt ete st ete sttt et e et e teesseseesaesseessesseessesssensesssensesssansenssensenssensenns 117
11.3. Early ISIAMIC PETIOQ. ......cciiiiieeieiieiecieeieete ettt sttt et ete et eeta e beesa e seessesseensesseessesssensesssensesssansanssensenssensenns 117
11.4. Middle ISIAMIC PEIIO. .. ...vevieeieiieiesiieie et ete et ete st ete st e e ettesteesaebeesseseessesseessesseessesssessesssensesssensenssensenssensenns 122
T1.5. COMCIUSION ...ttt ettt et e b bbbt e bt e bt bttt b e st et e et en e e st eb b e st e bt ebeebe s bt ebeebesbentennenee 122
Conclusions 123
12. Settlement History of Tell Abu Sarbut 125
12.1. Early ROMAN OCCUPALION ......eeueeiieeiiitieieitieiesieetesteetesieesesssessessaeseessesseessesseessesssessesssessesssessessesssesssensenssensenns 125
12.2. Early ISIamiC PEIIOQ ......ocuvevieieiieiestieie et ettt ete sttt e tessa et e esaeseessesseessesseessesssensesssessesssassesssensenssensenns 126
12.3. Middle ISIamIC PETIOQ. ......ceovieeieriieiesiieierieeie sttt ete st e b e st e e staesbeesseseesaesseessesseessesssessesssessesssensenssensenssensenns 127
Bibliography 129

vil



