
vii

Contents

List of Figures .................................................................................................................................................................... ix
List of Tables ...................................................................................................................................................................... xi
List of County Abbreviations .........................................................................................................................................xiii
List of Other Abbreviations ........................................................................................................................................... xiv
Conventions ..................................................................................................................................................................... xvi

1.  Worths were special places we just haven’t worked out why .................................................................................... 1
1.1. Introduction .............................................................................................................................................................. 1
1.2. What is interesting about Worths? ............................................................................................................................ 1
1.3. Worths—an overview ............................................................................................................................................... 2
1.4. The geographical and temporal limits of this study ................................................................................................. 4
1.5. Previous studies of worth settlements ...................................................................................................................... 4
1.6. Theory methods and sources .................................................................................................................................... 5
1.7. Structure of the Study .............................................................................................................................................. 7

2.  The scope and extent of this study ............................................................................................................................... 9
2.1. Geographical outline ................................................................................................................................................ 9
2.2. Worths in Mercia ...................................................................................................................................................... 9
2.3. Extant, lost and deserted sites ................................................................................................................................ 11
2.4. Localised distributions  .......................................................................................................................................... 12
2.5. Place-names, qualifiers and personal names .......................................................................................................... 12

3.  The historical and geographical context of Mercia .................................................................................................. 15
3.1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................ 15
3.2. Authorial bias ......................................................................................................................................................... 15
3.3. Mercia—Waxing and Waning ................................................................................................................................ 15
3.4. Mercia—Rulers and Realms .................................................................................................................................. 17
3.5. Land ownership and obligation .............................................................................................................................. 22
3.6. Borders in Mercia .................................................................................................................................................. 24

4.  The historical and archaeological evidence for Mercian worths ............................................................................. 29
4.1. The evidence for Worths in Anglo-Saxon charters ................................................................................................ 29
4.2. Overview of charters and references ...................................................................................................................... 30
4.3. Individual charters ................................................................................................................................................. 31
4.4. Reconstruction of Specific Grants ......................................................................................................................... 31

4.4.1. Wulfric ‘Cufing’ ........................................................................................................................................... 31
4.4.2. Eadric – Thegn, Minister ............................................................................................................................. 34
4.4.3. The charters of King Coenwulf of Mercia to Abingdon............................................................................... 37
4.4.4. The Wills of Oswy 995 and Leofflad 1017x1049 ......................................................................................... 40
4.4.5. The will of  Ealdorman Brihtnoth of Essex dated 991 ................................................................................. 41

4.5. Worth Place-names mentioned in boundary descriptions ...................................................................................... 47
4.5.1. Berkshire ...................................................................................................................................................... 47
4.5.2. Gloucestershire ............................................................................................................................................ 48
4.5.3. Huntingdonshire ........................................................................................................................................... 48
4.5.4. Hertfordshire ................................................................................................................................................ 48
4.5.5. Lincolnshire ................................................................................................................................................. 48
4.5.6. Middlesex ..................................................................................................................................................... 49
4.5.7. Oxfordshire .................................................................................................................................................. 49
4.5.8. Surrey ........................................................................................................................................................... 49
4.5.9. Wiltshire ....................................................................................................................................................... 49
4.5.10. Worcestershire ............................................................................................................................................ 50
4.5.11. Summary .................................................................................................................................................... 51

4.6. Boundaries and Communications .......................................................................................................................... 51
4.7. Domesday Book as a source of worth populations and values .............................................................................. 53
4.8. Archaeological data ................................................................................................................................................ 56



viii

The Role and Origins of Mercian Settlements with the Place-Name Worth

4.8.1. Comparison of the archaeological data ........................................................................................................ 57
4.8.2. HER data ...................................................................................................................................................... 57

5.  Landscape and movement .......................................................................................................................................... 59
5.1. Frequency and proximity ....................................................................................................................................... 59
5.2. Worths, counties and numbers  .............................................................................................................................. 59
5.3. Worths and boundaries ........................................................................................................................................... 61
5.4. Distribution analysis—A county case study  ......................................................................................................... 62

5.4.1. Leicestershire a test-case of distribution ...................................................................................................... 62
5.4.2. Spatial distribution ....................................................................................................................................... 63
5.4.3. Distribution relative to county boundary ..................................................................................................... 63
5.4.4. Relative elevation above ordnance datum (AOD) ....................................................................................... 65

5.5. Worths in their groups ............................................................................................................................................ 67
5.5.1. South Leicestershire group (reference Lei03) .............................................................................................. 67
5.5.2. Papworth group (reference Cam01) ............................................................................................................. 72
5.5.3. Meon Hill Group (Group Glo01) ................................................................................................................. 74
5.5.4. Other groups ................................................................................................................................................. 75

5.6. Worths, rivers and roads ......................................................................................................................................... 78
5.6.1. Worths and rivers ......................................................................................................................................... 80
5.6.2. Worths, crossroads and junctions ................................................................................................................. 80
5.6.3. The Icknield Way (Margary 21, 163, 333) ................................................................................................... 84
5.6.4. Watling Street (Margary 1d–1g) .................................................................................................................. 87
5.6.5. The Fosse Way (Margary 5c–5f) .................................................................................................................. 91
5.6.6. Ermine Street (Margary 2a–2c).................................................................................................................... 94
5.6.7. Ermine Street westerly diversion (Margary 28) ........................................................................................... 99
5.6.8. Rykneld Street / Buckle Street (Margary 18a–18e)  .................................................................................... 99

5.7. Synthesis .............................................................................................................................................................. 104
5.8. Relationships—Crossroads, Boundaries and Roles ............................................................................................. 107

6.  Conclusions ................................................................................................................................................................ 109
6.1. The written records .............................................................................................................................................. 109
6.2. Archaeology: the hard evidence ............................................................................................................................111
6.3. What did Worths do? ............................................................................................................................................ 112
6.4. Questions and answers  ........................................................................................................................................ 113
6.5. Options and alternatives ....................................................................................................................................... 115
6.6. Future investigation and research ........................................................................................................................ 115
6.7. Archaeological strategy ........................................................................................................................................ 116
6.8. Summary .............................................................................................................................................................. 117
6.9. ...and finally .......................................................................................................................................................... 117

7.  Postscript ....................................................................................................................................................................119

Bibliography ................................................................................................................................................................... 121

Appendices
Appendix I. Worth Charters by date ................................................................................................................................ 135
Appendix II. Domesday Book Assessments for Worth Settlements, listed by Geld Value ............................................. 137
Appendix III. List of random comparator settlements used in table 4.10 ........................................................................ 141
Appendix IV. Charters, by date which include worth place-names ................................................................................. 143
Appendix V. List of worths in the current corpus, alphabetically, by county .................................................................. 147
Appendix VI. List of Singly Occurrent Personal Name Qualifiers.................................................................................. 157
Appendix VII. List of Worth Groups listed by group reference ...................................................................................... 159
Appendix VIII. Tables relating to Chapter 4 .................................................................................................................... 165
Appendix IX. Tables relating to Mercian History ............................................................................................................ 169




