Contents

List of Figures ix
List of Tables xi
List of County Abbreviations xiii
List of Other Abbreviations xiv
Conventions Xvi
1. Worths were special places we just haven’t worked out why 1
0 R 3 0 e L o1 o ) USRS 1
1.2. What is IntereSting abOUt WOFIHST.........ccuccuiiiviiiiiiiiieieeit ettt ettt ettt sttt et et e ettt eae e 1
1.3, VO ERS—A11 OVEIVICW ......eevieuietieieeeteteeetetestteteseteteeste st e esee st eneesseensesaeensesmeensesseensesstenseensenseensenseansaseensesseensesneensas 2
1.4. The geographical and temporal limits 0f thiS STUAY ........coceririririririiiicer et 4
1.5. Previous studies Of wWorth SCTICMENES. ..........ceeiuirieiieieiieieeeee sttt ettt e e e st e teeneesseeneesseeneeeneennes 4
1.6. Theory mMethods and SOUICES.........couiruertiriiieieieiteiteiceteet ettt ettt et ettt be bbbttt e et esb st et eneebeeneeae 5
1.7, Structure 0f the STUAY .....coeiiiirie ettt ettt ettt s b e ettt et esb et et eneebe b eae 7

. The scope and extent of this study 9
2.1. GEOZIAPRICAL OULIINE ... ettt ettt et et b et st sb e b bt se et b et et et et eneeneebeeneeneas 9
W o 7 T V1LY (<) (< C: TSRS 9
2.3. Extant, 10St and deSEITEA SIEES ......cuuiiiuieiiiieieieieeieeeee et et e et et e et e eette et e e s eaeesbeestbeesseessseessaassaeenseessseenseessseanseesnas 11
2.4, L0CaliSEd QISLIIDULIONS .....eeuieiieeieiieieeeeetestete st e e e et et e st et e st et e e st esseesee st eneesseensesseeasesseenseeseenseeneenseeneesaeensennas 12
2.5. Place-names, qualifiers and personal NAMES .........c.ccceecererereririniinenentetetet ettt ettt st sttt b seeseenenene 12

. The historical and geographical context of Mercia 15
TR I 15 0 T4 L o1 o B USRS 15
TN b4 1o) o 1 o) TSRS 15
3.3. Mercia—Waxing and WaNINE.........cccoeririerierietitetetetet ettt sttt ettt ettt et et et e bt ebeebesb e st esbeseeste b enaeneenaenne 15
3.4. Mercia—Rulers and REAIMS ..........oooiiiiiieiieieeieeeet ettt et et et e st entesneensesneeneenaenens 17
3.5. Land ownership and ODIIZatION. .......c.coirtiriiriiriiiiieieteieeeceee sttt ettt ettt bbb e st ene 22

I O 2103 (4 15 30 1 LY 33 RSSO 24

. The historical and archaeological evidence for Mercian worths.......................c..cccoceiiiiiiiniiiiniiiiceee 29
4.1. The evidence for Worths in ANglo-SaXon ChATTETS ..........ccceeeriririiniriniicetet ettt s eene 29
4.2. Overview of Charters and FEfEIEIICES. ......ccueiieiiiieieeieieie ettt ettt ettt sttt st e te e st enteeseenteeneeseeneesneeneeneas 30
O O 1314 T Ta LY ] o8 ) PP SPR 31
4.4. Reconstruction 0f SPECIIC GIANES ......cc.evuiriiiiiiiieieieire ettt ettt ettt ettt st sa et se bt sae e esenene 31
AA 1. WUIFIC “CUFING ettt ettt ettt ettt b e bbbttt b et et s e eneen 31

4.4.2. EQdFiC — TREGN, MIRISTEF .........oceeeeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt sttt et e st e e e st e e e e st ensesntesesatensesneensesnnansens 34

4.4.3. The charters of King Coenwulf of Mercia to ABINGAON. ........coevuiviiriiniiiiiiiinieieiicncnenercseeere e 37

4.4.4. The Wills of Oswy 995 and Leofflad 1017TX1049.......cccooirininininiiniiictcteteiteteceieee st 40

4.4.5. The will of Ealdorman Brihtnoth of Essex dated 991 ........cccooiiiiiiiiieieeeeee e 41

4.5. Worth Place-names mentioned in boundary deSCIIPLIONS .........coevuerierierienierienieieieteeeeneee et enenene 47
T R 5 15T 4 4 U1 (SRS 47

4.5.2. GLOUCESLEISIITE ..ottt ettt st ettt et e et e bt e e et e ess e st enseeseenseeseensesntensesntesesneensesnnensens 48

4.5.3. HUNENZAONSIITE. ..ottt sttt ettt eb e bbbt bbbttt b e b e nteeeneen 48

T B = 11 5 0] (¢ 11V (USRS 48

T O 9121701 14T 11§ (USRS 48

T TR\, T 16 | 1Tt RSO SRRS 49

T )« {03 ¢ 11V (USRS 49

BL5.8L SUITEY ..ttt ettt ettt st b e st b e e b e e e e bt eaa e bt eaaesaeese e eaeess e sat et sat e aesan e neeanenees 49

4.5.9. WIESIITE ...ttt ettt ettt et e st e bt et et e esae st e s e et e ense st ensesseenseeseenseentensesntensesnnensesnnensenn 49

4.5.10. WOTCESLEISNITEC ... .eetieiieiieiietiete ettt ettt ettt et st et e et e st e e ae st e enee st ense st ens e st enseeseenseentensesneensesneeseennansens 50

45110 SUMIMATY ..ttt sttt st b e et b e e e bt e s e bt e s e bt essesaeesnesueenaesueensesanennesanennens 51

4.6. Boundaries and COMMUINICALIONS ..........eeruerieruerierteeeesteetesteeteeseeseestesseeseesseeneessesnsessesnsesseensesseeseensesseensessesnsesses 51
4.7. Domesday Book as a source of worth populations and values.............coevvererierieiiniiininininncncceseseseerenene 53
4.8. ATchaE0lOZICAL dALA.....cc.couiiuiriiriietiitetet ettt ettt sttt ettt et et h bt et sh b bt e et et e et nenene 56

vil



The Role and Origins of Mercian Settlements with the Place-Name Worth

4.8.1. Comparison of the archacological data..............ccueviiviieriiecieiieieieeseee e sbeeeae e 57

482 HER Aaa...ceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieetiete ettt ettt h bt h e bt bbbt bbbttt et nean 57

5. Landscape and movement 59

5.1, FreqUENCY and PIOXIIMILY ......ceccverueeriereeierseesteestesseeseesseessesseessesseessesseessessssssesssessenssensesssesseessesseessesssessesssessesssensens 59

5.2. Worths, cOUNtieS and NUIMIDETS ........cc..coiiuiiiiiiieieieeeeteeeeeeee et e e et e e et e eeaeeeeeaeeeeaeeeeesaeeeeaeeseaeeeenaeeeesnaeesateeennns 59

5.3. Worths and DOUNAATIES ........co.eruiruiriirtirtiititetest ettt ettt sttt sttt et oot e st e st e bt ebe e bt sb e ebeebesbe st et e nae e ennenee 61

5.4. Distribution analysis—A COUNLY CASE STUAY ....cceevviriieriieiieriieierieeiertetestete et eteeeseseeesaesseessesseesaesseessesssessesssensens 62

5.4.1. Leicestershire a test-case Of diStrTDULION. .......c..eiiiriririiriiirere ettt s 62

5.4.2. Spatial diStrIDULION .....cviiieiiiietieieeeete ettt et e ste et e steetesseebesteessessaesseessesseesseseassesssessesssensesssessenssensens 63

5.4.3. Distribution relative to COUNtY DOUNAATY .........c.cciecieriiiiiiieieiiee ettt ste e sreesae e esesseessessneseas 63

5.4.4. Relative elevation above ordnance datum (AOD) ........c.cccveviiiiiriiiierieeieeetee e ssesene e 65

5.5, TVOTLRS I tNCIT GLOUDPS ...cvvievietieiieieetesteeteetteteetteteette st estesseessesseessesseassesssessesssensanssanseassanssassesssessesssensesssensesssensens 67

5.5.1. South Leicestershire group (reference Lei03).......ccuoviicierieiieiierieiieieeieie ettt see e ese e esseseneneas 67

5.5.2. Papworth group (reference CamO1).........c.ccuieieriieienieieiieie ettt eie et sse e e sseesaeseeessesseesessnensens 72

5.5.3. Meon Hill Group (GIoup GLOO L) .......eevieieiieieiieiesie ettt steste st e e taetessaeseesaesseessesseessesssensesssessenssensens 74

5.5 4. OtNET GIOUPS. ...ivieuiieiieieetesteete st et eete e testeesbeeteeseestasseastesseassesseessesseessasssanseessenseessanseassesssansesssensesssessenssensens 75

5.6. Worths, TIVETS ANA TOAAS ..........oiiieeiiieieeeeeee et etee e et eeeae e e et e e eraeeeeeaaeeeeaaeee e aeeeeesaeesenaeeseaeseenneseesnneesareeeanns 78

5.6.1. TVOFIRS ANA TIVETS ....eviiiiiiitiiteiteetet ettt ettt b e sttt ettt e st eb e eb e ebe e bt ebe e b e sbe et e benaentententens 80

5.6.2. Worths, croSSroads and JUNCHIOMNS .........c.ecvervieierteeiesieetesteestesseessesseessessaesseessessesssesseessesssessesseessesssessenssensens 80

5.6.3. The Icknield Way (Margary 21, 163, 333)....iciiiieieriieiesieeie et eie ettt sse e saaesseseaesessnessessnensens 84

5.6.4. Watling Street (Margary 1d—12) ......cceciriieiiieieiieierie ettt sttt sa b e saesseessesseessesesessessnesesssensens 87

5.6.5. The Fosse Way (Margary SC—51).....ccueriiiiiieieitieiene ettt ettt st saesseessessaessesaeessessnesessnensens 91

5.6.6. Ermine Street (IMArgary 28—2C).....c.ecverierieriieierieeiesieetesteesesseessesseessessaessesssessesssessesssessesssesssessesssessesssessens 94

5.6.7. Ermine Street westerly diversion (Margary 28)........cvecveveerierienienieieeiesieeiesieeeesseessesseessesenessesssessesssensens 99

5.6.8. Rykneld Street / Buckle Street (Margary 18a—18€) .....c..cceecuerierierieriiiieiieieie et ae e 99

I B 111 1S3 1TSS PP 104

5.8. Relationships—Crossroads, Boundaries and ROLES...........ccceeieriirieniiiiienieiieie et e 107

6. Conclusions 109

6.1, THE WITHET TECOTAS ....vtuieiieiietiitietiet ettt ettt ettt b e bbbt bttt be sttt e b et e st es s e st ebeebeebesbeebeebesbesb e benbeneennen 109

6.2. Archacology: the hard EVIAENCE. .......c.ccveiiiiieieiieieeieieeeee ettt ettt sbe e e s teesseeseesseeseensesseessesseenseennas 111

6.3. What did TVOFIRS AO7 ....oceiieeieiieeee ettt ettt ettt ettt st e be e e b e s st e b e sstesseesbeseessesaessenseensenseensenseensenens 112

6.4. QUESHIONS ANA ANSWETS .....cveietieeiieiireereeitteeiteeeteeeeteeeteeeseeeteeeseestseeseessseeseeaseeeebeeasaeeaseessseesssessssenseenseesaseenseesasas 113

6.5. OPLiONS ANA AIEEINALIVES.......eeiiieieieiieieeiesie ettt et et e ete et e eteessesseessesseessesssessesssessasssesseessenseessenssessenseessenseensenses 115

6.6. Future investigation and FESCATCH ..........ccveviiiieriieieiiete ettt ettt et e et este st e stessaessesssesseessenseessesseessenseessenssensenses 115

6.7. ArChacOlOZICAl SEIALEEY ... .c.vevvieeieiiiieieeierte ettt ettt e ettt e e et e s teebesae e sesseessesssesseessesseessenseessenseensenseensenseensensns 116

0.8 SUITIIMIATY ...eevteeiieeiite ettt ettt et et et e st e e bt e bt e e bt e bee s et e e atesabeessbesabeenstesabeenseesabeenseesaseensaesaseenbeesabeenseesaseanseennsas 117

LR T ¥ Vo 311 1 1 2 USSR 117

7. Postscript 119

Bibliography 121
Appendices

AppendixX I. Worth Charters DY daAte ........cooieciirieieiieiecieiestete ettt et eesaessaebeseaessessseseesseseessesseessesseensenss 135

Appendix II. Domesday Book Assessments for Worth Settlements, listed by Geld Value ..........ccocveeveeieciinieieneennne. 137

Appendix III. List of random comparator settlements used in table 4.10...........cccovieriiiieririeneeiee e 141

Appendix IV. Charters, by date which include worth place-names.............ccceeievieriieriiienieriee e 143

Appendix V. List of worths in the current corpus, alphabetically, by COUNLY .........cceevviiieriiiieriieieeeeee e 147

Appendix VI. List of Singly Occurrent Personal Name QUalifiers........c.cccveevirieriiiieniiiieie e e 157

Appendix VII. List of Worth Groups listed by group reference ............ccoeieviirieiiiieni et 159

Appendix VIII. Tables relating to ChaPLEr 4.........cc.evievieiierieeieieeiesie ettt ve e eaeseeeseseaessessaessesssesseessesseessesseensenses 165

Appendix IX. Tables relating to Mercian HiStOTY........ccviveriirieniirieriieiesteie et eee st eae e ste e ste s e sseessesseessesseensesns 169

viii





