
v

Contents

List of Figures.................................................................................................................................................................... vii
List of Tables.................................................................................................................................................................... xvii

1.  �Personal Reflections on a Desert Chiefdom – The History and Research Design of the  
Phase II Excavations at Shiqmim................................................................................................................................. 1
Thomas E. Levy
1.1. History of research.................................................................................................................................................... 1

1.1.1. In the beginning .............................................................................................................................................. 2
1.1.2. Mapping Shiqmim........................................................................................................................................... 7
1.1.3. Desert chiefdom............................................................................................................................................ 10
1.1.4. Chiefdom model under attack....................................................................................................................... 12

1.2. Shiqmim II research design..................................................................................................................................... 12
1.2.1. The 1987 season............................................................................................................................................ 14
1.2.2. The 1988 season............................................................................................................................................ 16
1.2.3. The 1989 season............................................................................................................................................ 17
1.2.4. The 1993 season............................................................................................................................................ 20

1.3. Summary................................................................................................................................................................. 21
1.4. Concluding remarks................................................................................................................................................ 23
1.5. Acknowledgments................................................................................................................................................... 30
1.6. References............................................................................................................................................................... 31

2.  �The Settlement Center: Phase II Excavations in the Shiqmim Village—Stratigraphy,  
Architecture, and Social Change ............................................................................................................................... 45
Thomas E. Levy, Yorke M. Rowan, James D. Anderson, Morag M. Kersel, Margie M. Burton,  
and Anthony T. Tamberino
2.1. Introduction............................................................................................................................................................. 45
2.2. Methodology........................................................................................................................................................... 46
2.3. Notes on subterranean systems............................................................................................................................... 48

2.3.1. Notes on terminology.................................................................................................................................... 48
2.3.2. Subterranean site formation processes.......................................................................................................... 48
2.3.3. Excavation..................................................................................................................................................... 49

2.4. North Trench (1987)................................................................................................................................................ 50
2.4.1. Overview....................................................................................................................................................... 50
2.4.2. Stratum I ....................................................................................................................................................... 52
2.4.3. Stratum II ...................................................................................................................................................... 54

2.5. South Trench (1987)................................................................................................................................................ 55
2.5.1. Overview....................................................................................................................................................... 55
2.5.2. Stratum I........................................................................................................................................................ 56
2.5.3. Stratum II....................................................................................................................................................... 57

2.6. Area P (1988).......................................................................................................................................................... 58
2.6.1. Overview....................................................................................................................................................... 58
2.6.2. Stratum I ....................................................................................................................................................... 60
2.6.3. Stratum II....................................................................................................................................................... 60
2.6.4. Stratum III..................................................................................................................................................... 62

2.7. Area Y (1988–89).................................................................................................................................................... 62
2.7.1. Overview....................................................................................................................................................... 62
2.7.2. Stratum I........................................................................................................................................................ 62
2.7.3. Stratum II....................................................................................................................................................... 68
2.7.4. Stratum III..................................................................................................................................................... 78
2.7.5. Vessel clusters: Strata I–III............................................................................................................................ 85

2.8. Area J (1989)........................................................................................................................................................... 88
2.8.1. Overview....................................................................................................................................................... 88
2.8.2. Stratum I copper-smelting contexts (CS1, CS2, CS3).................................................................................. 89
2.8.3. Subterranean systems and phases.................................................................................................................. 91
2.8.2. Relative dating of Subterranean Systems 1 and 2....................................................................................... 107



vi

Shiqmim II

2.9. Area D (1988-1989, 1993).................................................................................................................................... 107
2.9.1. Overview..................................................................................................................................................... 107
2.9.2. Stratum I...................................................................................................................................................... 110
2.9.3. Stratum II..................................................................................................................................................... 121
2.9.4. Stratum III................................................................................................................................................... 139

2.10. Area X (1993)...................................................................................................................................................... 142
2.10.1. Overview................................................................................................................................................... 142
2.10.2. Area X-West.............................................................................................................................................. 142
2.10.3. Area X-East............................................................................................................................................... 145

2.11. Area E (1993)...................................................................................................................................................... 150
2.11.1. Overview................................................................................................................................................... 150
2.11.2. Stratum I.................................................................................................................................................... 152
2.11.3. Stratum II................................................................................................................................................... 152

2.12. Area Z (1993)...................................................................................................................................................... 153
2.12.1. Overview................................................................................................................................................... 153
2.12.2. Stratum I.................................................................................................................................................... 153
2.12.3. Stratum II................................................................................................................................................... 155

2.13. Summary............................................................................................................................................................. 155
2.13.1. Stratum III................................................................................................................................................. 155
2.13.2. Stratum II................................................................................................................................................... 156
2.13.3. Stratum I ................................................................................................................................................... 158
2.13.4. Subterranean complexes............................................................................................................................ 159

2.14. References........................................................................................................................................................... 160

3.  Radiocarbon Dating of the Shiqmim Settlement ................................................................................................... 165
Parke Funderburk, Thomas E. Levy, and Margie M. Burton
3.1. Introduction........................................................................................................................................................... 165
3.2. Methods................................................................................................................................................................. 165
3.3. Results and discussion.......................................................................................................................................... 165
3.4. Conclusion............................................................................................................................................................ 169
3.5. Acknowledgements............................................................................................................................................... 169
3.6. References............................................................................................................................................................. 169

Appendix 2.1.................................................................................................................................................................... 175

Appendix 2.2.................................................................................................................................................................... 199

Appendix 3.1: can be accessed online at https://doi.org/10.30861/9781407360591-Appendix3.1


