
vii

Contents

List of Figures .................................................................................................................................................................... xi
List of Tables .................................................................................................................................................................... xix
Abbreviations .................................................................................................................................................................. xxi
Glossary of Terms .........................................................................................................................................................xxiii

1. Introduction ................................................................................................................................................................ 1
1.1. Archaeology of institutions .................................................................................................................................... 2
1.2. Archaeology of the asylum .................................................................................................................................... 4
1.3. Other scholarship relating to asylum environments .............................................................................................. 5
1.4. Buildings archaeology and buildings theory ....................................................................................................... 11
1.5. Approach taken in this study ............................................................................................................................... 12
1.6. Methodology ........................................................................................................................................................ 13

1.6.1. Material evidence ......................................................................................................................................... 14
1.6.2. Textual and other non-material sources ....................................................................................................... 15

1.7. Discussion and conclusion................................................................................................................................... 16

2. Historical Background ............................................................................................................................................. 19
2.1. Introduction ......................................................................................................................................................... 19
2.2. England and Wales .............................................................................................................................................. 19

2.2.1. Institutional care of the insane prior to public asylums ............................................................................... 19
2.2.2. Establishment of public asylum system ....................................................................................................... 24
2.2.3. Colony asylums in England ......................................................................................................................... 29

2.3. Ireland .................................................................................................................................................................. 31
2.3.1. Institutional care of the insane poor prior to public asylums ....................................................................... 31
2.3.2. Establishment of public asylum system ....................................................................................................... 41
2.3.3. Colony asylums in Ireland ........................................................................................................................... 63

2.4. Scotland ............................................................................................................................................................... 65
2.4.1. Institutional care of the insane prior to public asylums ............................................................................... 65
2.4.2. Establishment of public asylum system ....................................................................................................... 75
2.4.3. Village/colony asylums in Scotland ............................................................................................................. 79

2.5. Germany .............................................................................................................................................................. 80
2.5.1. Institutional care of the insane prior to public asylums ............................................................................... 80
2.5.2. Establishment of public asylum system ....................................................................................................... 81
2.5.3. Colony asylums in Germany ....................................................................................................................... 83

2.6. Development of the colony asylum in Europe .................................................................................................... 83
2.7. Medical attitudes to insanity at the turn into the twentieth century..................................................................... 88

3. Study Sites: Scotland ................................................................................................................................................ 95
3.1. Aberdeen District Lunatic Asylum (Kingseat) .................................................................................................... 95

3.1.1. Introduction .................................................................................................................................................. 95
3.1.2. Construction of asylum ................................................................................................................................ 95
3.1.3. Treatments .................................................................................................................................................... 97
3.1.4. Escapes, restraint and injuries ...................................................................................................................... 98
3.1.5. Staffing ......................................................................................................................................................... 99
3.1.6. Site ............................................................................................................................................................... 99
3.1.7. Layout ........................................................................................................................................................ 101
3.1.8. Selected buildings ...................................................................................................................................... 101
3.1.9. Medical superintendents at Kingseat and their views on insanity ............................................................. 107

3.2. Edinburgh District Lunatic Asylum (Bangour Village) ..................................................................................... 109
3.2.1. Introduction ................................................................................................................................................ 109



viii

Village and Colony Asylums in Britain, Ireland and Germany, 1880–1914

3.2.2. Construction of asylum .............................................................................................................................. 109
3.2.3. Staffing ....................................................................................................................................................... 113
3.2.4. Site and layout ........................................................................................................................................... 113
3.2.5. Selected buildings ...................................................................................................................................... 114
3.2.6. Medical advisors and superintendents at Bangour and their views on insanity ........................................ 126

3.3. Renfrew District Asylum (Dykebar).................................................................................................................. 128
3.3.1. Introduction ................................................................................................................................................ 128
3.3.2. Construction of asylum .............................................................................................................................. 128
3.3.3. Site layout and structures ........................................................................................................................... 133

4. Study Sites: Ireland, England and Germany ....................................................................................................... 139
4.1. Belfast District Lunatic Asylum (Purdysburn) .................................................................................................. 139

4.1.1. Introduction ................................................................................................................................................ 139
4.1.2. Site and layout ........................................................................................................................................... 145
4.1.3. Selected buildings ...................................................................................................................................... 145
4.1.4. Medical superintendent at Purdysburn and his views on insanity ............................................................. 147

4.2. Sixth Lancashire County Asylum (Whalley) ..................................................................................................... 154
4.2.1. Introduction ................................................................................................................................................ 154
4.2.2. Construction of asylum .............................................................................................................................. 156
4.2.3. Site and layout ........................................................................................................................................... 160
4.2.4. Selected buildings ...................................................................................................................................... 160

4.3. Alt Scherbitz Provincial Asylum (Die Provinzial Irrenanstalt zu Alt Scherbitz) .............................................. 162
4.3.1. Introduction ................................................................................................................................................ 162
4.3.2. Construction of asylum .............................................................................................................................. 166
4.3.3. Selected buildings ...................................................................................................................................... 170

5. Locations and Layouts ........................................................................................................................................... 193
5.1. Factors affecting choice of site .......................................................................................................................... 193

5.1.1. Environment at the turn into the twentieth century ................................................................................... 193
5.1.2. Ventilation .................................................................................................................................................. 194
5.1.3. Open-air treatment ..................................................................................................................................... 195

5.2. Ireland ................................................................................................................................................................ 197
5.2.1. Belfast District Lunatic Asylum (Purdysburn) .......................................................................................... 197

5.3. Scotland ............................................................................................................................................................. 200
5.3.1. Edinburgh District Lunatic Asylum (Bangour) ......................................................................................... 201
5.3.2. Renfrew District Lunatic Asylum (Dykebar)............................................................................................. 206
5.3.3. Aberdeen District Lunatic Asylum (Kingseat) .......................................................................................... 208

5.4. England .............................................................................................................................................................. 211
5.4.1. Sixth Lancashire County Asylum (Whalley) ............................................................................................. 211

5.5. Germany ............................................................................................................................................................ 212
5.5.1. Alt Scherbitz .............................................................................................................................................. 212

5.6. Discussion and conclusion................................................................................................................................. 213

6. Light and the colony asylum .................................................................................................................................. 217
6.1. Introduction ....................................................................................................................................................... 217
6.2. Light and its discourses ..................................................................................................................................... 218
6.3. Darkness in the Victorian slums ........................................................................................................................ 220
6.4. Natural light provision in Scottish, Irish and English asylums ......................................................................... 220
6.5. Light at Purdysburn ........................................................................................................................................... 223
6.6. Interior movement of light ................................................................................................................................. 225
6.7. The winter gardens at Purdysburn ..................................................................................................................... 229
6.8. Discussion and conclusion................................................................................................................................. 231

7. Domesticity and the colony asylum ....................................................................................................................... 233
7.1. Historical background to domesticity in the asylum ......................................................................................... 233
7.2. Contemporary primary evidence relating to domesticity .................................................................................. 235
7.3. External architecture .......................................................................................................................................... 237



ix

Contents

7.3.1. Alt Scherbitz, Germany ............................................................................................................................. 237
7.3.2. Aberdeen District Asylum (Kingseat) ........................................................................................................ 239
7.3.3. Edinburgh District Asylum (Bangour Village) .......................................................................................... 245
7.3.4. Renfrew District Asylum (Dykebar) .......................................................................................................... 249
7.3.5. Belfast District Asylum (Purdysburn) ....................................................................................................... 251
7.3.6. Sixth Lancashire Asylum (Whalley) .......................................................................................................... 253

7.4. Internal layouts, decoration and furnishings...................................................................................................... 254
7.4.1. Alt Scherbitz, Germany ............................................................................................................................. 254
7.4.2. Aberdeen District Asylum (Kingseat) ........................................................................................................ 255
7.4.3. Edinburgh District Asylum (Bangour Village) .......................................................................................... 256
7.4.4. Renfrew District Asylum (Dykebar) .......................................................................................................... 257
7.4.5. Belfast District Asylum (Purdysburn) ....................................................................................................... 258
7.4.6. Sixth Lancashire Asylum (Whalley) .......................................................................................................... 260

7.5. Discussion and conclusion................................................................................................................................. 260

8. Discussion ................................................................................................................................................................ 267
8.1. The colony asylum and hygiene ........................................................................................................................ 268
8.2. The colony asylum and rural location ............................................................................................................... 269
8.3. The colony asylum as ‘home-like’ ..................................................................................................................... 271
8.4. The colony asylum and bourgeois values .......................................................................................................... 273
8.5. The colony asylum and spatial segregation ....................................................................................................... 275
8.6. The colony asylum, liberty and individuality .................................................................................................... 277
8.7. Conclusions ....................................................................................................................................................... 280

9. Conclusion ............................................................................................................................................................... 285

Bibliography ................................................................................................................................................................... 289


