
vii

List of Figures ..................................................................................................................................................................... xi
List of Tables ..................................................................................................................................................................... xvi
Abstract ............................................................................................................................................................................. xxi
Résumé ............................................................................................................................................................................. xxii

1. Introduction and Context .............................................................................................................................................. 1
1.1. Introduction .............................................................................................................................................................. 1
1.2. Why is the Bau a special place? What IS the Bau? .................................................................................................. 2
1.3. Geologic history of the region.................................................................................................................................. 3
1.4. Excavations at the Bau ............................................................................................................................................. 7
1.5. From The Chest: Serge ........................................................................................................................................... 11
1.6. The study of the lithic raw materials ...................................................................................................................... 11
1.7. The scientific team ................................................................................................................................................. 14
1.8. Sommaire du chapitre  ........................................................................................................................................... 15

2. The first sedimentary deposits to layer K2 ................................................................................................................ 17
2.1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................ 17
2.2. The initial rock shelter ........................................................................................................................................... 17
2.3. Layer K2................................................................................................................................................................. 20
2.4. From the Chest: Is K2 real? ................................................................................................................................... 26
2.5. The test pit in G23/G24 .......................................................................................................................................... 26
2.6. From the Chest: Measuring distance “as the crow flies” ....................................................................................... 29
2.7. Sommaire du chapitre ............................................................................................................................................ 29

3. Layers from J4-K1 to J ................................................................................................................................................ 33
3.1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................ 33
3.2. The sediments, and evolution of the site from K2 to J ........................................................................................... 33
3.3. Pollen and faunal remains ...................................................................................................................................... 35
3.4. Human remains ...................................................................................................................................................... 37
3.5. The lithic industry and raw materials ..................................................................................................................... 38
3.6. Sommaire du chapitre ............................................................................................................................................ 43

4. Layer I ........................................................................................................................................................................... 45
4.1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................ 45
4.2. The sediments, and evolution of the site in I ......................................................................................................... 45
4.3. Pollen and faunal remains ...................................................................................................................................... 46
4.4. Human remains ...................................................................................................................................................... 49
4.5. The lithic industry and raw materials ..................................................................................................................... 51
4.6. Sommaire du chapitre ............................................................................................................................................ 55

5. Layer H ......................................................................................................................................................................... 59
5.1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................ 59
5.2. The sediments, and evolution of the site in H ........................................................................................................ 60
5.3. Pollen...................................................................................................................................................................... 67
5.4. From The Chest: How to “un-lump” an assemblage ............................................................................................. 68
5.5. Fauna ...................................................................................................................................................................... 69
5.6. Lithics ..................................................................................................................................................................... 74
5.7. Conclusion – or, Tying it all together ..................................................................................................................... 81
5.8. Sommaire du chapitre ............................................................................................................................................ 84
Appendix 5.1. H1 tranche divisions by zone ................................................................................................................ 85

6. Layers G and F ............................................................................................................................................................. 87
6.1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................ 87

Contents



viii

Sounds of Laughter, Shades of Life

6.2. From The Chest: Dealing with breccia .................................................................................................................. 87
6.3. The sediments, and evolution of the site in G and F .............................................................................................. 89
6.4. Pollen and Fauna .................................................................................................................................................... 91
6.5. Lithics ..................................................................................................................................................................... 92
6.6. Conclusion.............................................................................................................................................................. 95
6.7. Sommaire du chapitre ............................................................................................................................................ 97

7. The Tranchée Moulin ................................................................................................................................................... 99
7.1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................ 99
7.2. From the Chest: T or t? ........................................................................................................................................ 101
7.3. Sediments and the evolution of the site................................................................................................................ 101
7.4. Pollen and fauna ................................................................................................................................................... 105
7.5. Human remains .................................................................................................................................................... 105
7.6. From the Chest: Early archaeologists .................................................................................................................. 106
7.7. Lithics ................................................................................................................................................................... 107
7.8. Conclusion............................................................................................................................................................ 110
7.9. Sommaire du chapitre .......................................................................................................................................... 112

8. Introduction to the tranchée L, and layer 5 ..............................................................................................................115
8.1. Introduction .......................................................................................................................................................... 115
8.2. From the Chest: Roman or Arabic? ...................................................................................................................... 115
8.3. The story of the tranchée L................................................................................................................................... 115
8.5. Sediments and the evolution of the site to layer 5 ............................................................................................... 118
8.6. Pollen and fauna ................................................................................................................................................... 121
8.7. Lithics ................................................................................................................................................................... 122
8.8. Conclusion............................................................................................................................................................ 124
8.9. Sommaire du chapitre .......................................................................................................................................... 126

9. La couche 4 ................................................................................................................................................................. 129
9.1. Introduction .......................................................................................................................................................... 129
9.2. Sediments, evolution of the site, and excavation of the couche 4 ........................................................................ 129
9.3. Pollen and fauna ................................................................................................................................................... 139
9.4. From The Chest: The Notched Bone .................................................................................................................... 140
9.5. Human remains .................................................................................................................................................... 140
9.6. Lithics ................................................................................................................................................................... 142
9.7. Conclusion............................................................................................................................................................ 150
9.8. Sommaire du chapitre .......................................................................................................................................... 152

10. Layer 3 ...................................................................................................................................................................... 155
10.1. Introduction ........................................................................................................................................................ 155
10.2. Sediments, evolution of the site, and excavation of layer 3 ............................................................................... 155
10.3. Pollen and fauna ................................................................................................................................................. 156
10.4. Lithics ................................................................................................................................................................. 157
10.5. Conclusion.......................................................................................................................................................... 161
10.6. Sommaire du chapitre ........................................................................................................................................ 162

11. Layer 2 and (a little bit) Layer 1 ............................................................................................................................. 165
11.1. Introduction ........................................................................................................................................................ 165
11.2. Sediments, evolution of the site, and excavation of the couche 4 ...................................................................... 165
11.3. Pollen and fauna ................................................................................................................................................. 167
11.4. Human remains .................................................................................................................................................. 168
11.5. From The Chest: The Layer 2 Tooth .................................................................................................................. 168
11.6. Lithics ................................................................................................................................................................. 169
11.7. Conclusion: Layer 2 ........................................................................................................................................... 174
11.8. Layer 1 ................................................................................................................................................................ 175
11.9. Sommaire du chapitre ......................................................................................................................................... 175

12. “Sounds of Laughter, Shades of Life” .................................................................................................................... 177
12.1. Introduction ........................................................................................................................................................ 177
12.2. Tranchée L vs. Tranchée Moulin ........................................................................................................................ 177



ix

Contents

12.3. What the Bau teaches us about the Middle Palaeolithic .................................................................................... 178
12.4. Words are flowing out . . . .................................................................................................................................. 185
12.5. Sommaire du chapitre ........................................................................................................................................ 186

Bibliography .................................................................................................................................................................... 189


	Cover
	Title page
	Copyright page
	Of Related Interest
	Acknowledgements
	Contents
	List of Figures
	List of Tables
	Abstract
	Résumé
	1. Introduction and Context
	1.1. Introduction
	1.2. Why is the Bau a special place? What IS the Bau?
	1.3. Geologic history of the region
	1.4. Excavations at the Bau
	1.5. From The Chest: Serge
	1.6. The study of the lithic raw materials
	1.7. The scientific team
	1.8. Sommaire du chapitre 

	2. The first sedimentary deposits to layer K2
	2.1. Introduction
	2.2. The initial rock shelter
	2.3. Layer K2
	2.4. From the Chest: Is K2 real?
	2.5. The test pit in G23/G24
	2.6. From the Chest: Measuring distance “as the crow flies”
	2.7. Sommaire du chapitre

	3. Layers from J4-K1 to J
	3.1. Introduction
	3.2. The sediments, and evolution of the site from K2 to J
	3.3. Pollen and faunal remains
	3.4. Human remains
	3.5. The lithic industry and raw materials
	3.6. Sommaire du chapitre

	4. Layer I
	4.1. Introduction
	4.2. The sediments, and evolution of the site in I
	4.3. Pollen and faunal remains
	4.4. Human remains
	4.5. The lithic industry and raw materials
	4.6. Sommaire du chapitre

	5. Layer H
	5.1. Introduction
	5.2. The sediments, and evolution of the site in H
	5.2.1. The lowest level of H: 
	5.2.2. The slabs: 
	5.2.3. The cobbles: 
	5.2.4. The combustion layer: 
	5.2.5. The uppermost deposits: 

	5.3. Pollen
	5.4. From The Chest: How to “un-lump” an assemblage
	5.5. Fauna
	5.6. Lithics
	5.7. Conclusion – or, Tying it all together
	5.8. Sommaire du chapitre
	Appendix 5.1. H1 tranche divisions by zone

	6. Layers G and F
	6.1. Introduction
	6.2. From The Chest: Dealing with breccia
	6.3. The sediments, and evolution of the site in G and F
	6.4. Pollen and Fauna
	6.5. Lithics
	6.6. Conclusion
	6.7. Sommaire du chapitre

	7. The Tranchée Moulin
	7.1. Introduction
	7.2. From the Chest: T or t?
	7.3. Sediments and the evolution of the site
	7.4. Pollen and fauna
	7.5. Human remains
	7.6. From the Chest: Early archaeologists
	7.7. Lithics
	7.8. Conclusion
	7.9. Sommaire du chapitre

	8. Introduction to the tranchée L, and layer 5
	8.1. Introduction
	8.2. From the Chest: Roman or Arabic?
	8.3. The story of the tranchée L
	8.5. Sediments and the evolution of the site to layer 5
	8.6. Pollen and fauna
	8.7. Lithics
	8.8. Conclusion
	8.9. Sommaire du chapitre

	9. La couche 4
	9.1. Introduction
	9.2. Sediments, evolution of the site, and excavation of the couche 4
	9.3. Pollen and fauna
	9.4. From The Chest: The Notched Bone
	9.5. Human remains
	9.6. Lithics
	9.7. Conclusion
	9.8. Sommaire du chapitre

	10. Layer 3
	10.1. Introduction
	10.2. Sediments, evolution of the site, and excavation of layer 3
	10.3. Pollen and fauna
	10.4. Lithics
	10.5. Conclusion
	10.6. Sommaire du chapitre

	11. Layer 2 and (a little bit) Layer 1
	11.1. Introduction
	11.2. Sediments, evolution of the site, and excavation of the couche 4
	11.3. Pollen and fauna
	11.4. Human remains
	11.5. From The Chest:  The Layer 2 Tooth
	11.6. Lithics
	11.7. Conclusion: Layer 2
	11.8. Layer 1
	11.9. Sommaire du chapitre

	12. “Sounds of Laughter, Shades of Life”
	12.1. Introduction
	12.2. Tranchée L vs. Tranchée Moulin
	12.3. What the Bau teaches us about the Middle Palaeolithic
	12.4. Words are flowing out . . .
	12.5. Sommaire du chapitre

	Bibliography
	Back cover



