
vii

Contents

List of Figures .................................................................................................................................................................... ix
Abbreviations ..................................................................................................................................................................xiii
Abstract ............................................................................................................................................................................. xv

Introduction ........................................................................................................................................................................ 1
Historiography  ............................................................................................................................................................. 4

1. The Creation of Memory: Law-less Staffordshire? ................................................................................................11
‘Real’ barrows ............................................................................................................................................................. 12

Barrows associated with inhumations in Staffordshire .......................................................................................... 12
Barrows without evidence of associated inhumations in Staffordshire ................................................................. 13
Staffordshire barrow sites – early excavations  ..................................................................................................... 13
Barrow forms ......................................................................................................................................................... 13
Barrow composition ............................................................................................................................................... 14
Place-names: hlāw, beorg and crūg ....................................................................................................................... 15
Barrows: major place-pames: beorg, hlāw and crūg .............................................................................................. 16
Naming hlāws ........................................................................................................................................................ 17
Naming hlāws: summary ....................................................................................................................................... 19
Minor place-names: hlāw field-names in Pirehill  ................................................................................................. 20

Local study 1: Blurton ................................................................................................................................................ 20
Local Study 2: Aston and Burston .............................................................................................................................. 21
Local Study 3: Catholme ............................................................................................................................................ 22
Exploiting meaning, establishing memory: the invention of local landscapes........................................................... 25

Creation of meanings ............................................................................................................................................. 25
Creation of ancestors ............................................................................................................................................. 25

Biographies ................................................................................................................................................................. 26
Conclusion: The work of the dead .............................................................................................................................. 27

2. The Reality of Saintly Stories in the Landscape: Staffordshire’s ‘Worthless’ Saints  ....................................... 29
Æthelred and Æthelflaed  ........................................................................................................................................... 29
The saints of Pirehill and Staffordshire ...................................................................................................................... 33
Æthelflaed and Wærburh  ........................................................................................................................................... 33
Wulfhad and Ruffin .................................................................................................................................................... 37

The Wulfhad and Ruffin story in the Staffordshire landscape ............................................................................... 39
Beorhthelm ............................................................................................................................................................ 43

Using the dead: their power and their memory .......................................................................................................... 47

3. Public and Permanent Statements: The ‘Rickety Arched Frames’ of Staffordshire ......................................... 51
Provenance.................................................................................................................................................................. 52
Production ................................................................................................................................................................... 53
The Staffordshire corpus ............................................................................................................................................ 55

Trent Valley Group ................................................................................................................................................ 55
Dove Valley Group ..................................................................................................................................................... 56

Pennine Fringes Group .......................................................................................................................................... 56
Dating .................................................................................................................................................................... 57
Regional influences ................................................................................................................................................ 58

Stone sculpture and identity ....................................................................................................................................... 60
Memorialisation and manorialisation ......................................................................................................................... 62
Discussion ................................................................................................................................................................... 64



viii

Stories from the Edge

4. The Thegnly Moment: An Anatomy of Estate Centres ......................................................................................... 69
Background: multiple estates...................................................................................................................................... 69
Thegns and their estates .............................................................................................................................................. 70
Methodology: an anatomy of a thegnly estate centre in Staffordshire ....................................................................... 71
Defining the landscape: townships ............................................................................................................................. 73
Ecclesiastical developments ....................................................................................................................................... 74
The Domesday Survey evidence ................................................................................................................................ 74
Taxatio Ecclesiastica ................................................................................................................................................... 76

Place-names: OE tūn .............................................................................................................................................. 77
Case studies ................................................................................................................................................................ 79

Darlaston  ............................................................................................................................................................... 80
Madeley  ..................................................................................................................................................................... 83

Mucklestone ........................................................................................................................................................... 83
Standon .................................................................................................................................................................. 86
Blithfield ................................................................................................................................................................ 87
Colton .................................................................................................................................................................... 89
Wolstanton ............................................................................................................................................................. 90
Discussion: wateriness and life on the e(d)g(e) ..................................................................................................... 94
Trentham ................................................................................................................................................................ 94
Stoke ...................................................................................................................................................................... 94
Church Eaton  ........................................................................................................................................................ 94

Seeking out the e(d)g(e) ............................................................................................................................................. 94
Discussion: a commonality of topographies .......................................................................................................... 98

5. A 10th-Century Family: Kinship in Practice in the Staffordshire Landscape ................................................. 101
A 10th-century continuity? .................................................................................................................................. 103

The family Wulf and their religious houses.............................................................................................................. 104
Conclusion ................................................................................................................................................................ 110

Conclusion .......................................................................................................................................................................113

Bibliography ....................................................................................................................................................................117
Primary Sources: printed .......................................................................................................................................... 117
Primary sources: not in print .................................................................................................................................... 117
Secondary Sources .................................................................................................................................................... 117




