Resumen

Este estudio tiene como objetivo principal responder a
la pregunta de si existieron o no diferencias de género
en la Prehistoria de la peninsula ibérica, asi como
si tales diferencias son susceptibles de considerarse
desigualdad. Para abordar esta cuestion, se plantea un
analisis formalizado que incluye una aproximacion teorica
a los principales problemas y conceptos implicados, asi
como una metodologia de estudio novedosa basada en
criterios explicitos de analisis a partir de la valoracion
de diversas variables agrupadas en tres grandes bloques:
bioarqueologia, practicas funerarias y representaciones
graficas y plasticas.

En relacion con los principios teodricos, esta investigacion
se fundamenta en los planteamientos de la Arqueologia
Procesual y de la Arqueologia de Género. El primero de
estos enfoques defiende la existencia de un isomorfismo
entre el registro funerario y la sociedad viva que lo
produjo, lo que implica la posibilidad de conocer la vida de
las comunidades humanas del pasado a través del estudio
de la gestion de la muerte. Ademas, el Procesualismo
apuesta explicitamente por la aplicacion de técnicas de
analisis externas al investigador/a que permitan sostener
empiricamente las hipdtesis planteadas. Por su parte,
la Arqueologia de Género cuestiona la validez de los
discursos construidos tradicionalmente acerca de la
Prehistoria, y hace hincapié en la necesidad de poner el
foco no sdlo en los hombres, sino también en las mujeres
o los individuos infantiles para generar un conocimiento
mas amplio y, en consecuencia, mas verdadero de las
sociedades del pasado. Asimismo, el enfoque de género
sefiala la importancia de tener en cuenta la subjetividad
del sujeto que investiga con el objetivo de establecer
mecanismos que limiten o eliminen los posibles sesgos
que puedan surgir en la creacion de conocimiento.

En cuanto al método de analisis empirico seguido, este
incluye tres grandes grupos de variables: en el primero, los
indicadores considerados son razon de sexo, patologias,
marcadores de violencia, marcadores ocupacionales,
movilidad (is6topos de Sry O y ADNa) y dieta (is6topos de
C y N); en el segundo de los grupos, relativo a las practicas
funerarias, las variables a analizar son tipo de contenedor,
contextos primarios versus secundarios, marcador de
individualidad, organizacion espacial, orientacion vy
posicion, contenido y gestos funerarios (manipulaciones
Oseas, pigmentaciones y termoalteraciones). Por ultimo,
en las representaciones graficas se proponen sendas
aproximaciones cuantitativa y cualitativa.

Partiendo de este planteamiento tedrico y metodologico,
en este estudio se ha analizado el registro osteoldgico y
funerario de un total de 2478 sujetos identificados en 93
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yacimientos de la peninsula ibérica y pertenecientes a los
periodos Paleolitico Superior, Mesolitico, Neolitico y
Calcolitico. De estos 2478 individuos, 422 son femeninos
o femeninos probables, 522 masculinos o masculinos
probables, 729 indeterminados adultos y 805 no adultos
de sexo desconocido. En lo que respecta a las evidencias
graficas y plasticas, estas proceden de 122 yacimientos,
distribuidos a lo largo y ancho de la geografia ibérica e
igualmente adscritos a las etapas mencionadas. Los datos
recogidos acerca de esta muestra de la poblacion prehistorica
ibérica han sido registrados en una base de datos disefiada ex
profeso para esta investigacion, y posteriormente sometidos
a un analisis cuantitativo que ha incluido estadistica
descriptiva y pruebas de significacion estadistica.

Aunque el conjunto de la informacién recogida es
fragmentario y presenta bastantes problemas (por ejemplo
por la influencia de los procesos postdeposicionales en
el registro d6seo, por la indefinicion o inconsistencia en
los criterios de publicacion de datos bioarqueologicos, o
incluso por la imprecision de las descripciones publicadas
de los contextos correspondientes), los datos obtenidos
permiten realizar un amplio y robusto analisis del problema
planteado, dando lugar al primer examen nunca realizado
de la cuestion de las relaciones de género en la Prehistoria
en todo el ambito peninsular ibérico. Estos resultados
sugieren que para el Paleolitico Superior y el Mesolitico las
evidencias disponibles no permiten hablar de la existencia
de un sistema sexo/género, ya sea por la pobreza del
registro, ya sea por la ausencia del mismo. Indicios de la
aparicion de diferencias de género tempranas entre mujeres
y hombres se encuentran por primera vez en el Neolitico,
potencialmente asociadas al ambito de la violencia a través
de la mayor asociacion de los hombres con los traumas, los
proyectiles y las escenas de caza y enfrentamiento en el
arte rupestre levantino. Las diferencias de género aparecen
también entre las sociedades de la Edad del Cobre, aunque
sin una aparente evolucion lineal desde el Neolitico, con
cambios y sin que pueda plantearse un desequilibrio de
poder o una situacion de desigualdad.

En conjunto, este estudio supone la primera aproximacion
realizada a nivel peninsular y en una cronologia
amplia a la desigualdad de género en la Prehistoria. La
metodologia multi-variable propuesta permite trascender
los limites de las investigaciones particulares llevadas a
cabo anteriormente y abrir una nueva via de analisis de
las relaciones entre hombres y mujeres en las sociedades
prehistoricas.

Palabras clave: Género, desigualdad, bioarqueologia,
practicas funerarias, representaciones, metodologia.



Foreword

Notwithstanding  other precedents, for example
historiographical reviews (Sanahuja Y1l and Picazo
Gurina, 1989) or more theoretically-oriented discussions
(Martinez Lopez, 1994), to my knowledge, the first piece
of applied research to use an explicit gender approach
within Spanish Prehistory was that by Maria Eugenia
Aubet Semmler, Juan Antonio Barceld Alvarez and Ana
Delgado Hervas in the mid-1990s, devoted to the roles
of kinship, exchange and gender in the rise of Early Iron
Age Tartessian aristocracy (Aubet Semmler ef al., 1996).
In the 25 years elapsed since then, gender archaeology
has become one of the fastest-growing fields of research
in Iberian Prehistory. Quantitatively, there has been a
predominance of studies devoted to pre-Roman Late
Iron Age (Cabrera Bonet, 2000; Fernandez-Posse, 2000;
Risquez Cuenca and Garcia Luque, 2007; Prados Torreira,
2007; Rueda Galan, 2007; Izquierdo Peraile, 2007; 2008;
Risquez Cuenca et al., 2010; Mata Parrefio et al., 2013;
Padilla Fernandez and Chapon, 2015; Santos Velasco,
2018), followed by the Early Iron Age (Aubet Semmler
et al., 1996; Belén Deamos, 2012; Delgado Hervas and
Ferrer Martin, 2012), the Bronze Age (Sanchez Romero,
2004; 2009; Sanchez Romero and Moreno Onorato,
2005; Alarcon Garceia, 2010; Perea Caveda, 2012) and the
Copper Age (Blasco Bosqued and Rios Mendoza, 2006;
2012; Boaventura, 2011; Castro Martinez and Escoriza
Mateu, 2011; Liesau et al., 2015; Barroso Bermejo et al.,
2018; Vale, 2019). The application of this line of enquiry
to the Neolithic period has been much more sporadic,
and has relied heavily on the analysis of rock art, both
Levantine (Diaz-Andreu, 1998; Escoriza Mateu, 2002;
2006) and schematic (Guillem Calatayud et al., 2014) —
but see Cintas-Pefia and Garcia Sanjuan, 2019 for a more
comprehensive approach. Gender studies for the Upper
Palacolithic, have been far and between, and solely based
on art (Olaria i Puyoles, 2000; Ramos Mufioz et al., 2002).

These studies, most of which had specific coordinates
in time and space, have come hand in hand with more
general and theoretically-minded ones, sometimes in the
form of large-scale syntheses (see for example Querol
Fernandez and Trivifio, 2004; Hernando Gonzalo, 2007;
2012; Masvidal Fernandez, 2007), essays devoted to the
representation of women and ‘femaleness’ in museums
and other cultural media (Querol Fernandez and Hornos
Mata, 2011; Cintas Pefia ef al., 2018) and research on the
role of women in Spanish Prehistory. For a good synthesis
of this literature, see Diaz-Andreu and Montdn-Subias,
2013; Monton-Subias, 2014).

Like any other form of social analysis based on
archaeological evidence, gender studies are strongly bound
by the availability of a good-quality empirical record,
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particularly in terms of burial practices and bioarchaeology,
which constitute the main sources of information on social
organisation and individual biographies. Accordingly,
a substantial part of the literature published for Iberian
Prehistory is based on evidence from burials, including
architecture, material culture and human remains (Aubet
Semmler et al., 1996; Blasco Bosqued and Rios Mendoza,
2006; 2012; Risquez and Garcia Luque, 2007; Risquez
Cuenca et al., 2010; 2012; Belén Deamos, 2012; Liesau
et al., 2015; Barroso Bermejo et al., 2018). Of course,
the older the empirical record, the scarcer and more
fragmentary the human bone record is, and therefore the
harder its analysis becomes. Probably, the most obvious
example is the Upper Palacolithic, a period for which the
dearth of human remains makes a gender approach quite
difficult.

Another often-used source of information are graphic
and plastic productions, such as sculptures, figurines,
rock art, painted pottery, etc. (Olaria i Puyoles, 2000;
Cabrera Bonet, 2000; Ramos Mufoz et al., 2002; Diaz-
Andreu, 2002; Escoriza Mateu, 2002; Rueda Galan,
2007; Izquierdo Peraile, 2008; Guillem Calatayud et al.,
2014; Santos Velasco, 2018). These productions vary
widely chronologically as well as geographically and are
framed by ideological and symbolic principles of which
we still have a rather poor understanding. Without a high-
quality burial and bioarchaeological record with which to
compare them, graphic and plastic productions per se can
hardly lead to substantive theories about gender relations
in the past.

Probably as a result of those limiting factors, most
approaches to gender analysis in Spanish Prehistory have
been supported by rather fragmentary evidence and have
been quite limited in their scope. Very frequently they
focus on one kind of evidence and are restricted to a single
site, a group of them or, at most, a region.

The book La Desigualdad de Género en la Prehistoria
Ibérica: Una Aproximacion Multi-Variable (Gender
Inequality in Iberian Prehistory: A Multi-Variable
Approach) by Marta Cintas-Pefia, stemming from her PhD
thesis, which was successfully submitted in the University
of Sevilla in July 2018, goes beyond all those limitations,
pushing the archaeology of gender forward into an entirely
new scenario. The significance of this book is multiple.
Firstly, it uses a wide geographical frame of reference
that encompasses the whole of Iberia, including data
from 93 sites that were carefully selected after a thorough
bibliographical review. The Iberian-wide geographical
scope grants Cintas-Pefia’s approach a stout empirical
base never before attained, overcoming the limitations
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of earlier single-site or regional studies. Secondly, hers
is a strongly diachronic analysis, spanning the Upper
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Copper Age
periods. Obviously, this affords the study a high degree
of variability in terms of the internal organization and
complexity of the social formations under study. There
has never been such an ambitious approach adopted to the
study of gender in Spanish Prehistory. Thirdly, the author
proposes a highly innovative methodology insofar as it
uses a wide spectrum of empirical indicators, including
the human bone record, burial practices in general, and
artistic productions. Several different variables selected
from them are examined quantitatively on the basis of
significance testing, which lends the study a high degree
of rigor to the discussion of gender inequalities.

Therefore, it is fair to say that this book paves the way
to a new era in gender archaecology that is defined by an
empirically comprehensive, diachronic and statistical
approach. For this reason, it is likely to become a reference
for future research in this field. Proof of this is, perhaps,
the recognition it has already racked up, including the 2019
University of Sevilla Award to the Best PhD on Gender
Studies and a Special Mention of the Jury in the 2019
Clara Campoamor Awards of the Spanish Government’s
Centro de Estudios Politicos y Constitucionales (Centre
for Political and Constitutional Studies), which is an office
of the Ministerio de la Presidencia, Relaciones con las
Cortes y Memoria Democratica (Ministry of Presidency,
Relations with the Parliament and Democratic Memory).
It is also worth noting that the author has recently received
a post-doctoral Individual Fellowship within the Marie
Sktodowska Curie Actions of the European Commission
to continue to pursue this line of inquiry. This research, to
be carried out between 2020 and 2022 at the University of
Iowa (USA) and the University of Sevilla (Spain), is aimed
at further expanding her PhD into an analysis of the role of
female marital residential mobility on the establishment of
an early patriarchal system, with a special focus on Copper
Age and Bronze Age societies. These indicators are
very encouraging for the future consolidation of gender
archaeology in Spanish academia.

Leaving aside pre-Neolithic societies, for which the
evidence is too scanty and fragmentary, there are several
issues worth highlighting from the main conclusions
presented in this book. In well-documented sites of the
4" and 3" millennia BCE there is evidence in burial
contexts for a differential association of some artefact
categories based on the sex of the deceased. Such is the
case of arrowheads (more frequently associated with men)
or ceramic vessels (associated with women). Traumatic
injuries caused by accident or violence appear more
frequently in male skeletons. The association of females to
grinding or hide processing is documented archacologically
and ethnographically (Hamon, 2019; Masclans Latorre et
al.,2019;2020). This suggests that in the Iberian Neolithic
there were likely gender-based social roles in connection
with material production (hunting, food processing).

XXii

Anthropomorphic motifs in Levantine rock art point in the
same direction. There is also statistical evidence that in
that period women and children were less likely to receive
formal burials, which suggests the presence of early forms
of gender inequality in the construction of social status.
Altogether, these assymmetries point to the existence of
early gender inequalities in Neolithic Iberia, although with
the available evidence it is difficult to conclusively prove
that there were early forms of patriarchy embedded within
the social system at that time.

In this sense, it is highly interesting that the distribution
of Sr and O stable isotope data for the Copper Age
suggests that women were buried in places different from
those where they grew up more frequently than men.
This could suggest the existence of patrilocal residential
rules by which young women, when married, moved to
the communities of their husbands. In the ethnographic
record, such residential rule is frequently associated with
strongly patriarchal social systems; once separated and
alienated from their kinfolks and co-residents, women are
rendered more vulnerable to masculine manipulation and
coercion. This would have been especially relevant once
the establishment of descent lines became crucial for the
functioning of inheritance principles, especially regarding
agricultural land and cattle. For men, women became
strategic ‘resources’ in order to secure inheritance rights
for their biological offspring, hence fostering an ideology
of masculine control. There is still a dearth of precise data,
and within a region so ecologically diverse as Iberia there
must have been a range of different traditions and customs.
However, the generalization of a patrilocal residential rule
would have made sense with the onset of the Late Neolithic
and Copper Age, a period characterized by the growing
availability of surplus and associated patterns of economic
intensification, monumentalisation, territorialisation and
competition.

Nevertheless, it is important to note that the data obtained
by Cintas-Pefia for the Iberian Copper Age do not
suggest a simple ‘linear’ and direct evolution towards a
widespread patriarchal system in the 4th and 3rd millennia.
In this sense, despite being a period for which there is a
wealth of burial evidence and a growing availability of
bioarchacological studies, the Copper Age presents an
empirical record full of nuances and subtleties: there is no
unambiguous evidence of strong gender inequalities.

Gender relations appear to have changed over time and
across the Iberian geography, probably in connection
with still poorly understood traditions and ideological
principles. The need to be cautious when interpreting the
evidence in terms of ‘patriarchy’ or ‘gender violence’ is
underlined by the very difficulties encountered when
trying to identify sexual categories in the graphic and
plastic art of the Late Neolithic and the Copper Age.
The absence of a clear ‘sexualisation’ of the personages
represented in the portable imagery of this period seems to
represent a conscious cultural choice explained either by



the fact that their sexual definition was obvious for those
immersed within the social medium the images were part
of (and therefore no explicit representation of genitalia
was needed) or because their sex and/or gender was
highly ‘contextual’, non-binary or simply unimportant
(Garcia Pérez et al., 2020). This problem has already been
discussed for other cultural contexts in European Late
Prehistory (Talalay, 2000; Robb and Harris, 2018).

In general, what all this suggests is that in the study of
prehistoric gender inequalities it is very important not
to rush into foregone conclusions. Facile propositions
concerning gender roles and inequalities in Later
Prehistory based on anachronistic examples or the simple
transposition of cultural, social or ideological principles
anchored in well-documented historical societies are not
helpful in understanding the long and complex becoming
of genders as social constructions.

In summary, what Marta Cintas-Pefia’s excellent work
shows us, above all, is that the archaeological record
has the potential to supply abundant and high-quality
evidence in order to study how gender relations played out
in Prehistory: what is required is a robust empirical base
examined by reliable methods. Her work also shows that
the keys to understanding the roots of gender inequalities
lay in the ancient past, as it happens with social inequalities
in general. Archaeology must work together with other
disciplines, such as biology, cultural anthropology,
sociology and history, in order to understand why and
how, in many societies, women came to be transformed
into ‘possessions’ by men and how discriminatory and
misogynistic ideologies came to be established that
cemented that oppression. Knowing the author well, I am
quite certain that she will strive towards that end.
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Introduccion

Han pasado algo mas de cien afos desde que el 7 de
diciembre de 1914 se estrenara en cines el corto comico
His Prehistoric Past. En ¢él, un joven Charles Chaplin
pasea por el parque cuando le sobreviene el cansancio,
ante lo que decide tumbarse en un banco y dormir. Un
fundido y unas pocas palabras nos indican entonces que
estd soflando y que la accion acaba de trasladarse a la
Prehistoria. Concretamente, al tiempo del jefe (“Kink™)
de la playa ‘Wakiki’, facilmente identificable por la
cachiporra que sostiene entre sus manos y por encontrarse
sentado y rodeado de sus hermosas esposas mientras
contempla cémo otro personaje troglodita efectiia un baile
que pretende ser ridiculo.

Tras esta presentacion vuelve a aparecer en escena
Charlot, atn con el inconfundible bombin pero ya no
ataviado con pantalones bombachos, sino con una piel
anudada al hombro que no deja lugar a dudas acerca de
su caracter de “hombre de las cavernas”. El parque ha
sido sustituido por el campo y ¢él, que no tiene mechero ni
cerillas, intenta encenderse la pipa friccionando piedras.
Su mirada se dirige entonces hacia la izquierda de la
camara y entendemos que se cruza con la de la mujer del
siguiente plano, que mira a la derecha. Inmediatamente,
y como era de esperar, Chaplin queda prendado de ella.
Como resistir a la belleza. Pero la joven es, en efecto, una
de las esposas del jefe y el conflicto estalla.

Durante los siguientes quince minutos asistimos al
enfrentamiento entre ambos hombres, su reconciliacion, un
nuevo combate y el triunfo final de nuestro protagonista, que
se convierte en jefe (“now I’'m the Kink™) y se queda con
la(s) chica(s). Sera por poco tiempo, puesto que el destronado
recobra rapidamente la vitalidad, coge una piedra enorme y
golpea con ella en la cabeza a Chaplin, quien despierta en el
parque intentando inconscientemente defenderse de la porra
de un policia. Los bancos no son para dormir.

Salvando las debidas distancias, los discursos generados
sobre la Prehistoria han sido durante mucho tiempo
similares a este His Prehistoric Past. El pasado prehistérico
ha sido el de ellos, no el de ellas, y a menudo los libros lo
han explicado a partir de los liderazgos masculinos, los
enfrentamientos entre los hombres o el intercambio de
esposas. Man Makes Himself se titula originalmente la
clasica obra de Gordon Childe, constituyendo un ejemplo
de que el relato construido sobre el pasado ha hecho que
entendamos la (pre)historia como algo “que ha ocurrido
a las mujeres, mientras que los hombres han hecho que
ocurra” (Sorensen, 2000: 17).

La irrupcion del Feminismo en Arqueologia en las décadas
de los 70 y 80 del siglo XX ha contribuido notablemente a

modificar esta imagen, poniendo el acento en la necesidad
de situar a las mujeres como sujeto activo del desarrollo
social y cultural al mismo nivel que los hombres. Ademas,
ha cuestionado la asociacién de estereotipos, tareas o
esferas simbolicas a las mujeres y varones del pasado,
seflalando sesgos y desvelando apriorismos que no se
sustentan en ninguna base empirica. La investigacion
arqueoldgica en su conjunto se ha visto claramente
beneficiada por la llegada y consolidacion de este enfoque,
y el conocimiento que tenemos hoy de la Prehistoria es
mas completo y mas real que antes.

Sin embargo, queda aun un largo camino por recorrer
tanto fuera como dentro de nuestras fronteras. En Espana
son numerosos los trabajos que abordan las relaciones
de género o la desigualdad sexual en la Prehistoria, pero
habitualmente a través de aspectos particulares como el
arte (Escoriza-Mateu, 2002; Olaria Puyoles, 2011), las
practicas funerarias (Prados Torreira et al., 2012; Liesau
von Lettow-Vorbeck et al., 2015) o las actividades de
mantenimiento  (Montén-Subias y Sanchez-Romero,
2008; Alarcon Garcia, 2010a y b). Por el contrario,
resultan todavia escasos los intentos por analizar la vida
de las mujeres y los hombres como sujetos generizados
desde una metodologia holistica y a escalas geograficas
y temporales de mayor amplitud que la que presentan los
limites fisicos y cronoldgicos de un tinico yacimiento.

Esta investigacion parte del convencimiento de que es
posible rebasar tales limites y de que las mujeres del
pasado tuvieron un papel relevante en tanto que mitad
de la humanidad. Es consecuencia directa de quienes no
se conformaron con His Prehistoric Past y dedicaron su
esfuerzo, su tiempo y su entusiasmo a construir un espacio
en los libros que hablara también de Her Prehistoric Pasty
que nos hiciera a todas y todos mas conscientes no sélo de
lo que se dice, sino sobre todo de lo que no se dice y de las
razones de tales silencios. En el &mbito académico personal,
tiene sus bases en el Trabajo Fin de Master “Disimetria
sexual en la Prehistoria de Europa: aproximacion desde
los contextos funerarios del Paleolitico Superior”, dirigido
por Assumpci6 Vilad Mitja y presentado en la Universidad
Auténoma de Barcelona en 2012. Durante el tiempo de
realizacion de esta estudio, haber cursado la Licenciatura
de Antropologia Social y Cultural en la Universidad de
Sevilla, asi como la realizacion de sendas estancias de
investigacion en la Maison de la Archéologie et Ethnologie
René-Ginouves (CNRS-Nanterre, Francia) en 2015, y
el Institut fiir Ur-und Frithgeschichte und Archéologie
(Tiibingen, Alemania), en 2016, también han supuesto una
influencia clara en el desarrollo y finalizacion del trabajo
que aqui se presenta.
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En el seno del Grupo de Investigacion ATLAS-Territorios
y Paisajes en la Prehistoria Reciente de Andalucia, este
trabajo da continuidad a una linea de investigacion en
Arqueologia Feminista y/o de Género iniciada por Olga
Sanchez Liranzo con la realizacion de la Tesis Doctoral
que lleva por titulo Planteamientos Feministas para la
Praxis de una Arqueologia Social. Un Analisis Critico de
la Historiografia Marxista.

Recogemos, por tanto, el testigo de las Arqueologias
Feminista y de Género, y esperamos con esta publicacion
colaborar en la produccion de un analisis cientifico que nos
explique también a nosotras, y que nos permita entender
de qué manera hemos llegado a la situacion actual.
Conscientes de los avances pero también de las carencias,
se propone en las siguientes paginas un analisis macro a
nivel de la peninsula ibérica a partir de tres ambitos: la
demografia, las practicas funerarias y las representaciones
artisticas, en una horquilla cronologica igualmente extensa
que abarca desde bandas cazadoras-recolectoras hasta
comunidades sedentarias de economia agricola-ganadera.

La metodologia multi-variable planteada amplia el enfoque
de los trabajos realizados hasta ahora en la medida en que
considera un mayor niamero de indicadores y permite la
elaboracion de hipotesis a gran escala. Mientras que las
variables del primer grupo (demografia) nos revelan las
condiciones de vida de los sujetos, las del segundo (registro
mortuorio) y tercero (grafias) nos informan acerca de las
caracteristicas sociales de su existencia y su cosmovision,
abriendo una via para aproximarnos al comportamiento
humano a través de la contrastacion necesaria del segundo
y tercer grupos con el primero, Unico directamente
vinculado con los individuos. En ese sentido, la propuesta
metodolégica se perfila como un intento preliminar de
una futura y deseable “teoria de alcance medio” para el
analisis de las relaciones de género y el estudio de las
desigualdades entre hombres y mujeres, potencialmente
aplicable a distintas regiones y periodos y a partir de la
que avanzar en el conocimiento de la complejidad social
en la Prehistoria.

Hemos dividido el texto en seis capitulos. En el primero
se exponen la justificacion de esta investigacion y los
principales objetivos de este estudio, y se ofrece un breve
estado de la cuestion.

En el segundo se exponen los criterios de seleccion de
la muestra, distinguiendo por periodos, y se detalla la
metodologia aplicada, dividida en los tres grandes bloques
citados previamente: demografia, practicas funerarias
y representaciones. Para cada uno de ellos se plantean y
razonan las variables de estudio, que suman un total de 15:
razén de sexo, dieta, movilidad, patologias, marcadores de
violencia y marcadores ocupacionales en lo que respecta
a las bioarqueologicas; tipo de contenedor, inhumaciones
primarias o secundarias, marcador de individualidad
y asociacion con infantiles, organizacion espacial,
orientacion y posicion, contenido y gestos funerarios en el
grupo relativo a las practicas funerarias; aproximaciones

cuantitativa y cualitativa en las representaciones.
Asimismo, se indican las pruebas estadisticas de contraste
de las hipdtesis y el modo en el que se han recopilado los
datos.

Los capitulos tres, cuatro, cinco y seis estan dedicados
al analisis del problema: las diferencias entre mujeres y
hombres en la Prehistoria de la peninsula ibérica a partir
de los items indicados previamente. El orden seguido es
cronologico. Los capitulos 3 y 4 abordan las sociedades
cazadoras y recolectoras del Paleolitico Superior y del
Mesolitico, respectivamente, mientras que en los capitulos
5y 6 el foco se dirige hacia las poblaciones del Neolitico y
la Edad del Cobre, ya en la Prehistoria Reciente. En todos
ellos se llevan a cabo valoraciones independientes con
respecto a la etapa en cuestion.

Por ultimo, las conclusiones generales ofrecen una
panoramica diacronica y una sintesis global del trabajo
realizado de cara a futuras aproximaciones y con el objetivo
de que la lectora y el lector puedan tener una vision de
conjunto sobre las mujeres y hombres que conformaron
las sociedades de la Prehistoria de la peninsula ibérica.



Introduction

Over one hundred years have passed since the short
comedy film “His Historic Past” was first shown in
cinemas on 7% December 1914. In the film, a young
Charlie Chaplin is strolling through the park when he is
overcome by tiredness and decides to lay down on a bench
and sleep. A fade to black and a few words indicate that
he is dreaming and the action has shifted to Prehistory.
Specifically, to the time of the king (“Kink™) of Wakiki
beach, easily identified by the club in his hands and for
finding him sat surrounded by his beautiful wives while
he watches another troglodyte perform a dance which is
intended to be foolish.

Following this display, Charlot once again appears on the
scene, still wearing his unmistakable bowler hat but no
longer in his breeches, but rather wearing a hide knotted at
the shoulder, leaving no room for doubt about his character
as a “caveman”. The park has been replaced by countryside
and with neither a lighter nor matches, he tries to light his
pipe by striking stones together. His gaze then wanders to
the left of the camera and we gather that his eyes meet with
those of a woman in the next frame, who is looking to the
right. Immediately, and as expected, Chaplin is hooked.
How can he resist such beauty? However, the young girl
is, in effect, one of the king’s wives and the conflict begins.

Over the next fifteen minutes, we witness the struggle
between the men, their reconciliation, a new fight and the
final triumph of the protagonist, who becomes the king
(“now I’m the Kink”) and he stays with the girl(s). It does
not last long, as the overthrown king quickly recovers his
stamina, takes a huge stone and hits Chaplin over the head,
who wakes up in the park unconsciously trying to defend
himself from the truncheon of a policeman. The benches
are not for sleeping.

Differences aside, the discourse on Prehistory has long
been similar to “His Prehistoric Past”. The prehistoric
past has been one of men and not of women, and often
books have described it from the point of view of male
leadership, confrontations between men and the exchange
of wives. “Man Makes Himself” is the original title of the
classic work by Gordon Childe, an example of how a tale
constructed on the past has made us interpret (pre)history
as something which “has occurred to women, while men
have made it happen” (Sorensen, 2000: 17).

The emergence of Feminism in Archaeology in the 1970s
and 80s of XX century has somewhat contributed to
changing this image, highlighting the need to place women
on a par with men as active subjects of social and cultural
development. Furthermore, it has questioned the association
of stereotypes, tasks and symbolic spheres with women and

men from the past, indicating bias and revealing prejudices
that have no empirical foundation. Archaeological research
as a whole has clearly benefitted from the arrival and
consolidation of this approach and today, our knowledge of
Prehistory is more complete and realistic than previously.

However, there is still a long way to go both in the Iberian
Peninsula and abroad. There are many papers in Spain
which address gender relations and sexual inequality
during Prehistory, however they usually approach the
subject matter from specific contexts such as art (Escoriza-
Mateu, 2002; Olaria Puyoles, 2011), funerary practices
(Prados Torreira et al., 2012; Liesau von Lettow-Vocbeck
et al., 2015) or maintenance activities (Monton-Subias and
Sanchez-Romero, 2008; Alarcon Garcia, 2010a and b).
On the other hand, there are still few attempts to analyse
the life of women and men as gendered subjects using
a holistic methodology and at broader geographic and
temporal levels than that which presents the physical and
chronological limits of a unique site.

This research stems from the conviction that it is possible
to transcend such limits and that women from the past
played a significant role as half of humanity. It is the
direct consequence of those who did not conform with
“His Prehistoric Past” and who dedicated their time, effort
and enthusiasm to making room for “Her Prehistoric
Past” in literature, making us more conscious not only of
what is said, but rather of what remains unsaid and why.
On a personal academic note, it builds on the master’s
dissertation “Disimetria sexual en la Prehistoria de
Europa: aproximacion desde los contextos funerarios del
Paleolitico Superior”, supervised by Assumpci6 Vila Mitja
and presented at the Autonomous University of Barcelona
in 2012. Studying the undergraduate degree in Social and
Cultural Anthropology at the University of Seville as
well as undertaking research placements at the Maison
de la Archéologie et Ethnologie René-Ginouves (CNRS-
Nanterre, France) in 2015 and the Institut fiir Ur-und
Frithgeschichte und Archéologie (Tiibingen, Germany) in
2016, while working on this project clearly influenced in
its development and finalisation.

Within the research group ATLAS-Territorios y Paisajes
de la Prehistoria Reciente de Andalucia, this works gives
continuity to the line of research on Feminist and Gender
Archaeology initiated by Olga Sanchez Liranzo with her
Doctoral Thesis Planteamientos Feministas para la Praxis
de una Arqueologia Social. Un Andlisis Critico de la
Historiografia Marxista.

We therefore take up the testimony of Feminist and Gender
Archaeology and hope that, through this publication, we
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will collaborate in the creation of an account which also
illustrates women, enabling us to understand how we have
reached the current situation. Taking into consideration the
advances and also the pitfalls, we propose a macro analysis
at Iberian Peninsula level, looking at three contexts:
demography, funerary practices and representations,
in an equally extensive chronological range, from
hunter-gatherer societies to setting communities with an
agricultural and livestock economy.

The proposed multi-variable methodology widens the
focus of the studies undertaken to date as it takes a greater
number of indicators into account and enables a large-
scale hypothesis to be drawn up. While the variables in
the first group (demography) reveal the living conditions
of the individuals, those in the second (funerary record)
and third (representations) groups inform us about the
social characteristics of their existence, paving the way for
furthering our understanding of human behaviour through
the necessary comparison of the latter groups with the
former, the only one strictly associated with the individuals.
In this sense, the proposed methodology emerges as a
preliminary attempt at a desirable future “middle range
theory” for analysing gender relations and studying
inequalities between men and women. Furthermore, it is
potentially applicable to different regions and periods and
by building on it, we can further our knowledge of social
complexity in Prehistory.

We have divided the text into six chapters. The first chapter
justifies the chosen topic, the objectives of the research
and a brief state-of-the-art.

The second one details the sample selection criteria,
categorised into periods, as well as describing the applied
methodology, divided into the three large categories
previously mentioned: demography, funerary practices and
representations. For each of these, the 15 study variables
are presented and justified: sex ratio, diet, mobility,
pathologies, markers of violence and markers of stress,
as the bio-archaeological variables; type of container,
primary or secondary burials, individuality marker and
association with infants, spatial organisation, orientation
and position, grave goods and burial gestures in the group
concerning funerary practices; quantitative and qualitative
approaches to the representations. Furthermore, the
statistical tests used to contrast the hypothesis and the data
collection method are stated.

The third, fourth, fifth and sixth chapters focus on the
analysis of the matter at hand: the differences between
men and women during Prehistory in Iberia using the
previously indicated categories and variables. The order
followed is chronological. Chapters 3 and 4 centre on the
hunter-gatherer societies from the Upper Palacolithic and
the Mesolithic, respectively, while in chapters 5 and 6, the
focus is on the Neolithic and Copper Age populations, part
of Late Prehistory. Independent assessments regarding the
period in question are made in all the chapters.

Lastly, the overall conclusions offer a diachronic panorama
as well as an overall assessment of the study undertaken
in light of future approaches, with the objective that the
reader might gain a general insight into the women and
men of the Prehistoric societies in the Iberian Peninsula.





