
v

List of figures...................................................................................................................................................................... vii
Abbreviations..................................................................................................................................................................... xiv
Abstract������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� xv
Acknowledgements............................................................................................................................................................ xvi

1. Introduction..................................................................................................................................................................... 1
Project aims................................................................................................................................................................... 1
The recent architectural literature.................................................................................................................................. 1
The study of early stonework in Norfolk churches....................................................................................................... 3
The range of materials in early stone churches............................................................................................................. 3
Locally quarried stone................................................................................................................................................... 4

Bedrock..................................................................................................................................................................... 4
Dersingham Formation........................................................................................................................................ 4
The Carstone Formation....................................................................................................................................... 4
Hunstanton Formation.......................................................................................................................................... 4

Superficial deposits .................................................................................................................................................. 7
Iron-bound or ferruginously-cemented gravels and sands known as conglomerate, breccia, ferricrete, 

puddingstone or ironpan............................................................................................................................... 7
Grey quartzite or Silver Carr ............................................................................................................................. 14

Imported stone............................................................................................................................................................. 14
Limestone ashlar..................................................................................................................................................... 14
Reused lava querns from the Rhineland................................................................................................................. 14
Unidentified material.............................................................................................................................................. 15

The reuse of Roman building materials....................................................................................................................... 15
Grey (Leziate) quartzite (or Silver Carr)................................................................................................................ 15

Castle Rising area: recycling the materials from Roman villas......................................................................... 15
The later use of grey quartzite near Castle Rising............................................................................................. 19
Brancaster area................................................................................................................................................... 19
Reedham area .................................................................................................................................................... 20

Millstone Grit from the crags of the east Pennines................................................................................................. 22
Roman tiles............................................................................................................................................................. 23

The North Elmham Park Roman tile collection................................................................................................. 25
Unidentified material................................................................................................................................................... 28

2. Survey outcomes............................................................................................................................................................ 29
Locating the sources of ferruginous conglomerate................................................................................................. 29
High status churches with considerable use of conglomerate................................................................................ 29
Conglomerate blocks forming partial or complete sets of quoins in towers, naves and chancels  

(sometimes interspersed with limestone ashlar, Roman tiles or flints)............................................................ 30
Possible early lost chancel corners......................................................................................................................... 31
Conglomerate tower arches..................................................................................................................................... 31
Round towers with conglomerate........................................................................................................................... 31
West-facing doorways in west towers (but not necessarily using conglomerate in the doorways)........................ 32
Conglomerate doorways ........................................................................................................................................ 32
Possible blocked doorways indicated by disrupted coursing in stonework (with or without conglomerate)......... 32
Windows formed only with conglomerate.............................................................................................................. 32
Double-splayed windows with conglomerate, Roman tiles or grey quartzite........................................................ 33
Belfry windows mainly with conglomerate:........................................................................................................... 33
Decorative strip-work around belfry windows....................................................................................................... 33
Sandy ferruginous stone carved into cylinders....................................................................................................... 33
External stair turret of conglomerate...................................................................................................................... 33
Circular belfry sound holes in a variety of materials.............................................................................................. 33
Quarter-round pilasters with conglomerate or Roman tiles.................................................................................... 34

Contents



vi

In Search of Norfolk’s First Stone Churches

Rectangular pilasters between towers and west nave walls.................................................................................... 34
Conglomerate relieving arches for possible crypts ................................................................................................ 34

The reuse of Roman tiles............................................................................................................................................. 34
Roman tiles in towers, walls, arches, windows and doorways............................................................................... 34

Opus signinum associated with Roman tiles............................................................................................................... 35
Grey quartzite.............................................................................................................................................................. 35

High status churches with grey quartzite:............................................................................................................... 36
Reuse of Roman grey quartzite .............................................................................................................................. 36

Other churches with grey quartzite of medieval or later origin................................................................................... 36
A note on window lighting in early churches.............................................................................................................. 36

3. Site Catalogue................................................................................................................................................................ 43

Bibliography..................................................................................................................................................................... 145
Index��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 149


	Of Related Interest
	Cover
	Title page
	Copyright page
	Of Related Interest
	Other books by the author
	Contents
	List of figures
	Abbreviations
	Abstract
	Acknowledgements 
	1. Introduction
	Project aims
	The recent architectural literature
	The study of early stonework in Norfolk churches
	The range of materials in early stone churches
	Locally quarried stone
	Bedrock
	Dersingham Formation
	The Carstone Formation
	Hunstanton Formation

	Superficial deposits 
	Iron-bound or ferruginously-cemented gravels and sands known as conglomerate, breccia, ferricrete, puddingstone or ironpan
	Grey quartzite or Silver Carr 


	Imported stone
	Limestone ashlar
	Reused lava querns from the Rhineland
	Unidentified material

	The reuse of Roman building materials
	Grey (Leziate) quartzite (or Silver Carr)
	Castle Rising area: recycling the materials from Roman villas
	The later use of grey quartzite near Castle Rising
	Brancaster area
	Reedham area 

	Millstone Grit from the crags of the east Pennines
	Roman tiles
	The North Elmham Park Roman tile collection


	Unidentified material

	2. Survey outcomes
	Locating the sources of ferruginous conglomerate
	High status churches with considerable use of conglomerate
	Conglomerate blocks forming partial or complete sets of quoins in towers, naves and chancels (sometimes interspersed with limestone ashlar, Roman tiles or flints)
	Possible early lost chancel corners
	Conglomerate tower arches
	Round towers with conglomerate
	West-facing doorways in west towers (but not necessarily using conglomerate in the doorways)
	Conglomerate doorways 
	Possible blocked doorways indicated by disrupted coursing in stonework (with or without conglomerate)
	Windows formed only with conglomerate
	Double-splayed windows with conglomerate, Roman tiles or grey quartzite
	Belfry windows mainly with conglomerate:
	Decorative strip-work around belfry windows
	Sandy ferruginous stone carved into cylinders
	External stair turret of conglomerate
	Circular belfry sound holes in a variety of materials
	Quarter-round pilasters with conglomerate or Roman tiles
	Rectangular pilasters between towers and west nave walls
	Conglomerate relieving arches for possible crypts 

	The reuse of Roman tiles
	Roman tiles in towers, walls, arches, windows and doorways

	Opus signinum associated with Roman tiles
	Grey quartzite
	High status churches with grey quartzite:
	Reuse of Roman grey quartzite 

	Other churches with grey quartzite of medieval or later origin
	A note on window lighting in early churches

	3. Site Catalogue
	Antingham, St Margaret ruin* 
	Ashby, St Mary*
	Appleton ruin*
	Ashmanhaugh, St Swithin*
	Ashwicken, All Saints
	Attlebridge, St Andrew
	Aylmerton, St John the Baptist
	Babingley, St Felix 
	Banham, St Mary
	Barford, St Botolph
	Barney, St Mary* 
	Barningham Winter, St Mary
	Barton Bendish, St Andrew
	Bawburgh, St Mary and St Walstan
	Bawsey, St James ruin
	Beeston, St Lawrence*
	Beetley, St Mary Magdalene 
	Belaugh, St Peter*
	Bessingham, St Mary*
	Bexwell, St Mary*
	Bickerston, St Andrew ruin
	Billingford, St Peter
	Binham Priory*
	Bircham Newton, All Saints*
	Boughton, All Saints
	Bowthorpe, St Michael and All Angels ruin
	Brampton, St Peter* 
	Brancaster, St Mary
	Braydeston, St Michael and All Angels*
	Briningham, St Maurice
	Brisley, St Bartholomew
	Briston, All Saints
	Buckenham, St Nicholas*
	Burgh Castle, St Peter and St Paul*
	Burgh-next-Aylsham, St Mary the Virgin
	Burgh Parva, St Mary*
	Burnham Deepdale, St Mary*
	Burnham Overy, St Clement*
	Caister-on-Sea, Holy Trinity
	Caistor, St Edmund*
	Calthorpe, St Margaret
	Carleton Forehoe, St Mary
	Castle Rising ruined church*
	Castle Rising, St Lawrence*
	Caston, Holy Cross
	Chedgrave, All Saints
	Claxton, St Andrew
	Colkirk, St Mary
	Colney, St Andrew*
	Coltishall, St John Baptist*
	Congham, St Andrew
	Corpusty, St Peter
	Cranwich, St Mary*
	Crimplesham, St Mary
	Cringleford, St Peter*
	Crownthorpe, St James
	Denver, St Mary*
	Dersingham, St Nicholas
	Downham Market, St Edmund*
	Earsham, All Saints
	East Bilney, St Mary
	East Dereham, St Nicholas
	East Lexham, St Andrew 
	Easton, St Peter
	East Tuddenham, All Saints
	East Walton, St Andrew chapel ruin*
	East Walton, St Mary
	East Winch, All Saints
	Edgefield, St Peter and St Paul – the original church now a ruin
	Edgefield. St Peter and St Paul 
	Erpingham, St Mary
	Fakenham, St Peter and St Paul
	Felbrigg, St Margaret
	Felthorpe, St Margaret
	Feltwell, St Mary
	Feltwell, St Nicholas*
	Fincham, St Martin
	Flitcham, St Mary*
	Fordham, St Mary
	Forncett, St Peter*
	Foulsham, Holy Innocents
	Foxley, St Thomas*
	Fulmodeston, St Mary ruin
	Fundenhall, St Nicholas*
	Gateley, St Helen*
	Gayton Thorpe, St Mary*
	Great Dunham, St Andrew*
	Great Hautbois, St Theobald and St Mary*
	Great Melton, All Saints*
	Great Ryburgh, St Andrew*
	Great Walsingham, St Peter
	Great Witchingham, The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
	Gresham, All Saints*
	Gressenhall, St Mary
	Guestwick, St Peter*
	Guist, St Andrew*
	Hales, St Margaret*
	Halvergate, St Peter and St Paul*
	Hanworth, St Bartholomew*
	Haveringland, St Peter*
	Heacham St Mary
	Hethel, All Saints*
	Hethersett, St Remigius
	Hilborough, All Saints
	Hilgay, All Saints
	Hillington, St Mary
	Hockwold St Peter
	Holt, St Andrew* 
	Honingham, St Andrew
	Houghton-on-the-Hill, St Mary*
	Hoveton, St John*
	Howe, St Mary*
	Hunworth, St Lawrence*
	Ingoldisthorpe, St Michael
	Ingworth, St Lawrence*
	Intwood, All Saints*
	Itteringham, St Mary*
	Ketteringham, St Peter*
	Lammas, St Andrew
	Langham, St Andrew and St Mary
	Langley, St Michael
	Limpenhoe, St Botolph*
	Little Ryburgh, All Saints
	Little Snoring, St Andrew*
	Little Walsingham, St Mary
	Little Witchingham, St Faith*.
	Lyng, St Margaret
	Mannington, St Mary ruin*
	Marsham, All Saints
	Matlaske, St Peter*
	Mautby, St Peter and St Paul*
	Melton Constable, St Peter*
	Metton, St Andrew
	Mintlyn, St James ruin
	Morton-on-the-Hill, St Margaret part ruin*
	Newton by Castle Acre, St Mary and All Saints*
	Newton Flotman, St Mary
	North Barningham, St Peter*
	North Elmham ruin*
	North Runcton, All Saints
	Norton Subcourse, St Mary
	Norwich, St John de Sepulchre*
	Old Buckenham, All Saints*
	Old Hunstanton, St Mary
	Oulton, St Peter & St Paul
	Oxnead, St Michael*
	Pentney, St Mary Magdalen
	Plumstead, St Michael*
	Pudding Norton, St Margaret ruin*
	Pulham, St Mary
	Ranworth, St Helen
	Reedham, St John Baptist*
	Ringland, St Peter*
	Roughton, St Mary*
	Roydon, All Saints
	Runcton Holme, St James*
	Runhall, All Saints*
	Ryston, St Michael*
	Sedgeford, St Mary
	Scoulton, Holy Trinity
	Shereford, St Peter and St Paul*
	Shouldham, All Saints
	Skeyton, All Saints*
	South Lopham, St Andrew*
	South Wootton, St Mary
	Sparham, St Mary
	Spixworth, St Peter
	Sporle, St Mary
	Stoke Ferry, All Saints*
	Stoke Holy Cross, Holy Cross
	Stow Bardolph, Holy Trinity
	Stow Bedon, St Botolph
	Stradsett, St Mary
	Stratton Strawless, St Margaret*
	Surlingham, St Mary
	Sustead, St Peter and St Paul*
	Swainsthorpe, St Peter*
	Swanton Novers, St Edmund* 
	Swardeston, St Mary*
	Taverham, St Edmund*
	Thornage, All Saints*
	Thurgarton, All Saints
	Thurlton, All Saints
	Thuxton, St Paul
	Thwaite, All Saints*
	Titchwell, St Mary*
	Toftrees, All Saints*
	Tottenhill, St Botolph*
	Tunstead, St Mary
	Tuttington, St Peter & St Paul
	Twyford, St Nicholas*
	Upper Sheringham, All Saints
	Watlington, St Peter and St Paul
	Watton, St Mary
	Wereham, St Margaret
	West Barsham, The Assumption*
	West Bradenham, St Andrew
	West Bilney, St Cecilia*
	West Dereham, St Andrew*
	Weston Longville, All Saints
	West Somerton, St Mary*
	West Winch, St Mary*
	Weybourne, All Saints*
	Whinburgh, St Mary
	Wickmere, St Andrew*
	Wimbotsham, St Mary
	Witton, St Margaret*
	Yaxham, St Peter*
	Yelverton, St Mary*

	Bibliography
	Index 
	Back cover



