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Appendix 2 

Portal tomb sites and soil type. 

 

During the study it appeared that some portal tombs were located at, or close to, the border between 

different soil types, which may result in difference in vegetation and farming practices. As discussed 

in Section 4.3 the soil in the Neolithic would not have been significantly different from that in the 

present, and this may have been a factor in the choice of areas suitable for early farming. 

In this appendix all portal tomb sites have been located in relation to current soil profiles, as 

illustrated in the 1980 National Soil Survey of An Foras Talúntais (now Teagasc), Department of 

Agriculture (www.agresearch.teagasc.ie/johnstown/soil_maps.asp) . These maps are reproduced by 

permission of Teagasc. 

A very simplified description of common soil types illustrates the differences between the main types 

of soil in Ireland.  

 

Brown earths. Good fertility, friable texture, easy to work.   

Podzols Poor soil, many nutrients leached out, often found in hilly 
areas. 

Brown podzolics Similar to podzols but more fertile.  Suitable for crops and 
pasture. 

Grey brown podzolics Similar, fairly fertile but may be of heavier texture. 

Gleys Poorly drained, unsuitable for tillage 

Rendzinas Shallow soil, only suitable for grazing. 

Lithosols Skeletal, stony soils,  frequent bare rocks outcropping, rough 
grazing. 

Peats Unsuitable for farming.  Blanket peat unlikely to be present 
during Neolithic, although basin peats may have been 
developing. 

 
Common Irish soil types (simplified).   Data from An Foras Talúntais Soil Survey Bulletin no, 36, 1980. 

 

 

This study indicates that the number of portal tombs located on the boundary between soil types is 

greater than random, and it is suggested that early farmers were well aware of which soils were most 

suitable. As suggested, they may have marked the limits of cleared land with a portal tomb; the 

location of a significant proportion on the boundaries between soil types strengthens this idea. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.agresearch.teagasc.ie/johnstown/soil_maps.asp
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ARMAGH. 

-  

0_________________40km 

 
 
  
Aughnagurgan Aghmakane   Ballykeel Aughanadove      Clonlum  

 

SOIL TYPE. 
 

1    Peaty podzols. 
12   Acid brown earth (coarse) 

14  Acid brown earth. 
25  Gleys. 

29  Acid brown earths. 

1 Peaty podzols. 
12 Acid brown earth (coarse) 
14 Acid brown earth 
25  Gleys 
29  Acid brown earths 
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   Carlow/Kilkenny. 

 

Kernanstown  Ballynoe  Haroldstown                                                         

 

 

         

 

 

       Kilgraney 

        Ballygraney 

        Ballynasilloge 

           

 

         Ballylowra  

        Newmarket 

        Glencloghlea   

 

        Kilmogue 

 

               
          

0____________________________________30 km.      
 

Killonerry Ballyhenebery  Owning      Raheen     

SOIL TYPES. 
 

6    Brown podzolics.  13  Acid  brown earths.        34  Grey brown podzolics. 
9    Brown podzolics.  15  Brown podzolics.        36  Grey brown podzolics. 
12   Acid brown earths  30  Grey brown podzolics.   40  Gleys. 
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CAVAN. 

Moneygashel.  Burren A, B.    Banagher Mayo 

 

 
0_____________________________30km 

 

Carrickclevan    Middletown    Drumhawnagh       Aghawee     Carrickacroy     Duffcastle 

 

SOIL TYPES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2     Blanket peat  5     Blanket peat (high level) 
25   Gleys   27   Gleys 
29   Acid brown earths. 
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CLARE. 

 

 
0______________________________20km 

 

Poulnabrone     Ballycasheen   Moyree Commons            Clogher 

 

SOIL TYPES 

7 Podzinas with outcropping rock. 
21 Gleys. 
28 Grey brown podzolics. 
33 Shallow brown earths and rendzinas 
43 Gleys 
44 Basin peat. 
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CORK. 

 

 

 
0_____________10 km 

 

Aderawinny        Ahaglasin. 

 

SOIL TYPES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Peaty podzols 

15 Brown podzolics 
21 Gleys 
23 Lithosols 
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DERRY. 

 

 
0________________________20 km 

 

Ervey  Drumderg Tirnony Tamlaght/Coagh    Crevolea 

 

SOIL TYPES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2    Peaty gleys   17   Acid brown earths 
6    Brown podzolics  20   Brown podzolics 
12  Acid brown earths (coarse) 26   Gleys 
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DONEGAL EAST.   

Gortnavern    Bin            Carnaghan       Ballyannan    Eskaheen       Templemoyle       

 
0______________________10 km 

 Cloghroe 

SOIL TYPES 

1    peaty podzols  23  lithosols     20  brown podzolics. 
2    peaty gleys.   24  blanket peat. 
11  gleys   43  gleys (alluvian)  
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DONEGAL WEST. 

Róisín Theas.     Ards Beg        Errarooey Beg      Claggan           Muntermellan 

 

 
0_____________________20 km 

Malin Mór A – D.      Straleel Sraith Bruithne.        Gilbertstown.     Kilclooney Mor     Tuaim  

SOIL TYPES 

   1    Peaty podzols.  20  Brown podzolics. 
   5    Blanket peat (high).  23  Lithosols. 
 16  Acid brown earths.  24  Blanket peat (low)            27   Gleys 
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DOWN. 

 
0____________________20 k 

  
 Legananny  Goward Kilfeaghan         Kilkeel  Wateresk 
 
 
 
 
     Greengraves. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

SOIL TYPES 

1    Peaty podzols.  25  Gleys 
12  Acid brown earths.  29  Acid brown earths. 

14  Acid brown earths.  
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DUBLIN. 

Woodtown  Kilmashogue  Taylorsgrange   Howth. 

 
0___________________________20 km 

Cunard  Kiltiernan  Brennanstown   Ballybrack. 

 
 

SOIL TYPES 
 

 
1   Peaty podzols.    30  Grey brown podzolics. 
4   Lithosols and outcropping rock.  38  Gleys. 
8, 9   Brown podzolics. 
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FERMANAGH. 

 

 
0________________________20 km 

 

Glengesh   Kilrooskagh 

 

SOIL TYPES 

 

 

Galway East 

2 Peaty gleys 
5 Blanket peat 
21  Gleys 
27 Gleys 
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GALWAY EAST. 

 

 
0________________________20 km 

 

Menlough  Ballynacloghy  Crannagh  Marblehill 

 

SOIL TYPES 

 

  

5 Blanket peat 

7 Rendzinas with outcropping rock 
21 Gleys 
33 Shallow brown earths and rendzinas 
44 Basin peat 
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GALWAY WEST. 

 

 
0_________10 km 

 

Knockavalley   Leaguan  Ballynew Cloonlooaun 

 

SOIL TYPES 

 

 

 
 
 
**Kerry not included – Killacloghane  portal tomb not close to soil boundary. 

1        Peaty podzoils 
24 Blanket peat 
28 Grey brown podzolics 
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LEITRIM. 

Wardhouse   Tawnmachugh      Loughscur Drumany O’Brien Creevy Fenagh Beg 
 
 

 

0___________20 km 

 
Cloonfinnan  Lear  Annaghmore    Sunnagh More A, B      Aghavas 
 

SOIL TYPES 
 

5   Blanket peat (high)  27  Gleys 
15  Brown podzolics.  33  Shallow brown earth and rendzinas. 

24  Blanket peat (low)  44  Basin peat. 
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LONGFORD. 

 

 
0____________________15 km 

 

Melkagh  Birrinagh   Aughnacliff  Clenragh 

 

SOIL TYPES 

 

 

 

 

25 Gleys 
27 Gleys 
44 Basin peat 
 
 



Irish Portal tombs: a Ritual Perspective.  Appendix 2 
 

17 
 

 

LOUTH.  

 

 
0______________10 km 

 

Lurgankeel  Monascreebe  Aghnaskeagh   Proleek 

 

SOIL TYPES 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Lithosols and outcropping rocks 
12 Acid brown earths (coarse texture). 
14 Acid brown earths 
43 Gleys 
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MAYO. 

 

Gortbrack N.      Knocknalower  Ballyknock A, B     Enagh Beg  

 
0____________________15 km 

 

Slievemore  Doogort West   Claggan.  Prebaun 

 

SOIL TYPE 

 

Meath. 

 

1 Peaty podzols    23 Lithosols 
4 Lithosols and outcropping rock  24  Blanket peat (low level) 
5 Blanket peat    28 Grey brown podzolics 
18 Podzolos    32 Degraded grey brown podzolics 
22 Gleys     44 Basin peat 
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MEATH 

 
0________________15 km 

   

Ervey    Rathkenny 

 

       SOIL TYPES 

 

Monaghan. 

 

 

 

 

9 Brown podzolics 37 Grey brown podzolics 

14 Acid brown earths 39 Gleys 
27 Gleys   40 Gleys 
29 Acid brown earths 
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MONAGHAN. 

 
0_______________20 km 

 

Garran    Lennan                Corleanamaddy 

 

                                      SOIL TYPE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 Gleys 
27 Gleys 
28 Acid brown earths 
29 Acid brown earths 
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ROSCOMMON. 

 

 
0___________________20 km 

      Drumanone 

 

 
        0 __________________25 km 

       Mihanboy 
SOIL TYPE 

 5 Blanket peat   15 Brown podzolics 
27 Gleys   28 Acid brown earths 
30 Grey brown podzolics    44 Basin peat 
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SLIGO. 

Camcuil     Knockanbaun      Ardabrone      Cloghcor 

Tawnatruffaun  Crowagh.     Gorteen 

 
0___________________20 km 

Knockatobair  Springfield  Carrickglass  Moytirra West. 

SOIL TYPE 

 

 

 

5   Blanket peat  7   Rendzinas with outcropping rock 15   Brown podzolics 
18  Podzols  21  Gleys    23   Lithosols 
24  Blanket peat  28  Acid brown earth   44   Basin peat 
32  Degraded grey brown podzolics 33   Shallow brown earths and rendzinas 
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TYRONE EAST. 

 

Letterbrat 20       Altdrumman Cashel  Keerin      

0___________________20  km 
Cloghfin     2 Glenroan       Athenree  Creggandevesky        Murnells 

   Clogher 

SOIL TYPE 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Peaty podzolics 
2 Peaty gleys 
6         Brown podzolics 
20        Brown podzolics 
25          Gleys 
27         Gleys 
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TYRONE WEST. 

 

Churchtown  Ballyrenan Killynaght Glenknock  Crosh 

 
0________________15 km 

Scraghy  Leitrim Carncorran Glebe Radergan Altcloghfin 

SOIL TYPE 

 

 

 

 

1 Peaty podzolics   2 Peaty gleys 
5 Blanket peat (high level)  20 Brown podzolics 
25 Acid brown earths  27 Gleys 
29 Acid brown earths. 
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WATERFORD, WEXFORD. 

Gurteen  Sheskin  Ballyquin Whitestown East       Newbaun    Ballybrittas 

 

 
0__________________20 km 

Savagetown Ballynageeragh  Dunhill  Gaulstown Knockeen   Ballindud 

             (12) 

SOIL TYPE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

6 Brown podzolics  9 Brown podzolics 

12 Acid brown earths  13 Acid brown earths/gleys 
14 Acid brown earths  40 Gleys 
43 Gleys, alluvium 
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WICKLOW. 

 

 
0______________15 km 

  Broomfields     Onagh   Brittas 

 

SOIL TYPE 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Peaty podzols  8 Brown podzolic 

9 Brown podzolic  10 Grey brown podzolics 
14 Acid brown earth 30 Grey brown podzolics 
42 Gleys 

 


